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MEMORANDUM

BILL EOP..DEN"‘ }

TO:

FROM: JOHN WALKER *° /

SUBJECT: SECOND LABORATORY.

When the next big step by Russia comes, dramatlzing the sense
or urgency which should be present in our thermonuclear program, it is to
be presumed that a second laboratory will be built. At the present time,
however, the General Advisory Committee and the Commission are against a

second laboratory.

It is still possible, however, for a private citizen % undertake 1
to do what the Commission so far has been unable to do, An eminent :
scientist could undertake organization of a small but select group of
theoretical physicists, willing, out of patriotism and a strong sense of
urgency, to undertake one of the greatest services to the nation that
could be rendered. This individual could be given an amount of cash
required to engage in the recruitment of his staff, with the understanding
that a sustained thermonuclear program was a primary, but not exclusive
project., After this group had been contacted, a second laboratory site
and program details could largely be tailored to the factors which would
induee the group to follow through on such a program. Following semi-
formalization, this group could then go to the AEC and offer to start
what in effect would be the second laboratory, if given requisite funds,
facilities and restricted data access. s
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