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MesE COFERENCE

SECRETARY (F WAR ROBERT P. PATTERSON

CLINTON ENGINEER WORKS

20 Septembor 15946

Pattoarsong

T want to cxpress my approcisticn to you on behall of the Tar Department
for the vory effective cssistance we have had from tha pross in the line of
grotecting the security which is the Army word for secrecy. IT WRE nacessery
for the success of the atomis bezb project. The press also helped in other
vays, including the judicious handling of correspondence which yau gave us
and moany obher aspects of our work wherein we hawe had only the =most cordiml
copparation, snd we apprecimte 1t., T lkmow you will aslk me and T will antici-
pate your quosktion as to what is the future of the atomic bomb program. The
Tar Dopartment will proceed with the operaticn of the Mannatian District until
the pormenent policy of Lhe nation is declared by the Progident and Congress.
We take ouwr marching orders; we are poing forward with our omm pollcy until

Il
scmeone glves us anothoer program and then we will carry it out.

Quacshions
How did they heppen to plok this specific location?
Febtarcons:

e canvassed ths whole country and it was considered the most favarabls
aita. I think General Groves can tell you how momy miles hs and his people
traveled over the conbinental Tnited 3tates.

GrovTesy

Tio lecked at many sites and this ons Was chosen.
Cuestlicn:

Did the T.V.h. have spything to do with 1t?
Grovesi

e neaded power, water, climete and & mmber of obhsr things aad this
wns the gite selected.

; Quostion:
What is the Armyic position on the release of Lhe secrotl
Patterson:

I an not in o position to say that. A declsion as to peliey 1o %o be



nede by the'?}maidmt pnd is £0 be made very shortly and I preafer not to
sy anything about thet, but you won't hawve to walt long.

guestion:
How mary people aotually krew what you were dolag?
Pattoarsons
I den't thiok enyone could cnswer that question.
tusstions
Less then 1007
Pattorson:
I vould say more than that but that would be pure speculstion.
muzstlon:
Eow goon alfter the opsration began did you mctually know?
Potbersong
I knew thet there wes such a project Irom the oubzet, I had nevaer
boen here umbtil tedays There Iz a lot about it I don't kmow yet and never
will because I don't have the sclentilic knowledpe.

fuestions

Is there eoything to the rumor that you are making o super bomb that
would moke the Hapgaeaki beomb look emallf

Pattoersong
I dontt lmow,
Frovassz

I den'™ think £ho Haposalki bomb vas made obasolets. That bomb could
rover be made obsoleka, P/adt wi iatd A /—«'—ﬂ-] ﬂ—uiih. ;

suecstion:

In thot commectlon what wore tho results of the offieiasl dnvestipation
on the rodieactivity of Hiroshime aftor the explosion of the bomb?

Grovesg
There his been nothing official released in the senas of a Var Department

relsase but there has boen o definite statement by Gemersl Farrsll who in-
spacted the actusl sife with competent persons to assist him and to render
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the decislon that thers hes boen none of this prolomged redicactivity
that the Jeponoss mentioned. W one, a3 foar ac we know, hes dnsurred amy
injury after the first bamb.
tuestion:
Is there such & thinz being planned as o super bomb?
Groves:

%o, I don®™ think g2o. They talk aboub airplancs that will go around
the world, choetera. This thing haz just sterted and no one knows just what
will deavelops

Queation

That are the prospects of developing radicactivity from other fielas
bosides uranfum?

Grovasi

I don't ever expect to see it or my children to see it. We have Just
cponod the deor and no onc knows.

Quostiong

Iz there eny way of looking inko the future on pesce-time uses? I dontt
suppose the War Department is iobterssted in that,

Pottoraon:

LY

We ars % a5 long o5 wa havo charge of the project on any develop=
mends The policy of the mation on that will be for the President and Congress
to declars.

Question:

If this ‘.I.-:nnmb s dropped in weter, does 1t have more offect in walor or
on land?

Pattersom
Wa don' knows It has not been demonstrated.
Quoation

Con you pive us gome sort of ider mbout the future uge of atomic power
in werfare and whether it would preclude o large standing Army and Nevyd

Fattarsomng

I cannot glve you an answer on that. It is too new mew to fermulate any
- definite plan on that. Vi bl nidtias Clo, ,p{-‘-u.lq] Fos o i et

B Leegobanf el ;




Cuoestion:
Are thers any other countries who know how to split etomst
Fattersont

The oplnlon of the scientists is more waluable on that than mins. Thoy
say that the main principles are well kmown to sclenblists all over thoe world.

fuasticn:

Does that mean the only secret we hawve left is how to procese 14¥
Fatterason:

I don®™ Xnow.
fuastion:

Do yvou feel the power of the coemy nations has been completely smashed
to conduct atomic researchi

Battorsont

For the time being, yes. Corteirnly as long as owr ocoupation forces
are there.

uestion;

I would 1like for you %o comment on Hirohltots wisit to lbchrthur. What
wag the purpose of hils wisit]

Patterson:

I heve not had the faintest idea.
Guestion:

Tou mean you heven®™ recelived a report?
Pattoracon:

If there has been 8 report, I hove not moen it.
Question;

Do you have ony idecc as to the fubure of the Special Engimser Detachment
located on the projoch?

Grovod:

I think the answer to that is that subjest to the general policics of the
Vier Depertmont, we expect to conbinue to use the 5ED as long es it is peosssary
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apd no lonzer. Te akpa:t to give avery consideretion to the men in thet
dotachment wno expect to be discharged.

Pattaraon:

Ag far as dischargos and separation from the aservice arc comcerned,
gonsider it the same as other branches in the army, That is ag ipdividuale,
Or was your question az to the orpganizetiont

Groves:
Wo will diminieh the orpanization as other things diminish,

Question:

Repardless of what policy is established, is there any reason why the
atomic bomb project cennct be kept as one of the War Deportment functions?

Fattercon:
There is no reason, It iz poesible wunder lepfslation and the form of
conktrol that the lagislation may set up, thet £t may be committed to tha
Yar Dapartment or the Corps of Enpineers for oporation.

Queestion:

In the opinion of the Cebinet, iz it unanimous on the future of tha
bomb or is it dividedy I wms think-Cing of Wallace in particular.

Pattarson:

I cannot Enswer thet.

Prazse (pnferonce clpsad et 4:00 P.Ms




