¢ : TRAUguUsSt O, 1958o

Mr. Jo Edgar Hoover, i;;
Federal Bureau of Investigation, m
Washington, De Ce ﬂ?\/ E

Dear Mre Hoover: AUG 14 1958

On July 28, 1958, I wi terviewed by a representative oi‘ the FuBeIle concerning the

character and loyalty, —_]theoretical physicist Richard Phillips

Feynman, who is being considered for the position of Science Advisor. to Presidemt—
. Eisenhowere Although I kmow that a sincere effort was made to prepare a careful report
ou the infeormation which I gave, I feel that Richard Feynman's personality and charag-
ter and the pattern of hig activities are sufficiently complex that it is impossible

in a single interview to gain an understanding of this man that iz at all accurate.
Since I do nolt express myself well orally, I have prepared the enclosed report in the
interest of completeness and accuracy and because I do not wish to be misquoted or
misunderstood in this matter,

Each statement that I am making in this letter and in the enclosed remart i absolutely
true to the best of my knowledge, and each statoment of my cpinion that I am making -
here is my eincors Suuviction, I would swear to these things on a Bible, in a court,

or before President Eisenhowers ¢ \

The position of Science Advisor to the President is of wvital importance for the security
of the American people. It is imperative that a man be placed in this position whose
character and loyalty are campletely above reprcache I am making this report because

I sincerely believe it is my patriotic duty to my country. I therefore intend to say
exactly what I belleve; I will not mince wordse i /Li

I do not know~-but I believa that Richard Feynman is either a Commmist or very strongly
pro-Oommuniste~and as such is a very definite security rsk, This man is, in my opinion,
an extremely complex and dangerous persons and a very dangerous person to have in a
position of public trust, particulsrly a position that so vitally affects the safety

and welfare of this nation--both present and mture——a.s thy®t of Science Advisor to

President Elsenhowers
I believe that this man is a master of deception, and M m Ernt

intrigue, not in physicse In matiers of intrigue Richard Feynmen is, I believe,
immensély clever-—indeed a geniug-~and he is, I further believe, completely ruthless,
unhampared by moralsy ethics, or religion—~and will stop at absolutely nothing to achieve
his endss He seldom makes a miss steps He dees not expend words or effort wmecessarily.
Statements and acts spoken or performed casually often seem to have been planted for a
ose in the light of svbsequent eventss I am convinced that this man is willing to
spend unlimited time--months, even years--in setting a stage for ac*bion-—-making close
friends of key persons, studying personalitises, preparing attitudes and ideas in people's
minds, accumilating useful information, .and establishing conv::m:.ﬁg patierns of conduct
for himself that seem casual and every day--in order that nothing will igterfere with
his activities or objectives and in order that he will neverbe suspec \}Onoe the
ground is lgid, judging by the patterns of action that I h&% éaéwJBo iamJ,., Iam
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convinced, play thé game to the hilt, with unbelievable daring, making full use of

the personality traits of persons involved in the drama, even to the extent of inducing
persons unwittingly to work against themselves or to aid in the deception. So far

as I can determine and fyom my own experience, he appears to do this so flawlessly
that he stays on good terms with the person or persons deceived and is thus able to
continue his activities for a long period of time. I believe that he has repeatedly
carried on deceptions in which he has completely escaped detection--or, in any case,
has avoided public ex osure.

My conviction that this man is not a loyal citizen rests on a series of details which
I have set forth in the enclosed account entitled Evidence of Disloyslty. Sume of
these considerations have been known te the FuB.I, foT a long ﬁﬁ;'heel quite sure.
Neverthelsss, I should like to ask you briefly to reconsider one or two of these:
the matters of Richard Feynman's opening safes and picking locks and of receiving an d
sending letters in code while he was employed as a scientist at Los Alamos, New Mexico,
during the years 1942-45 (or 1943-L5) when the atomic bomb was in ar
not te sure of the date when he first went to Los Alamos, .
It seems to me a curious thing that in each account which he gives to be
‘the press he never fails to mention the matter of picking locks and/or opening safes,
and in most interviews he also mentions sending messages in code and that he knew

Claus Fuchse (See reference to specific souwives in hvidence of Disloyalty,)I believe
thot mentdou of these aetivities indicates more than mere eccentricitve

| I camnot but feel each time I see references to his
skill in lock picking, letters in code, and his friendship with Claus Fuchs that the
mention of these things could well be a means of hiding them in plain sight and thus
avoiding any further scrutiny of these matters, the assumption being that if a man
tells things like this about himself surely there be nothing of negative importance
to conceal in these activities. He once remarked that he was "almost a Communist when
he was at Los Alamos", According to his own statement, he carried on the activities
of opening locks and deciphering code only "for fun" while he was at Los Alamos and
he said that he had no further interest in these activities after leaving there. It
has, after all, been thirteen years since he was at Los Alamoss If he really has no
further interst in these activities and if he really has nothing to conceal, the
repeated mention of them to the préss is to say the least 4 bit strained,

Commnistic tendencies in high places in our governments In seeing Richard Feynman's
name proposed as Scientific Advisor to the President, I can only say phat I am cone
vinced that over a long period he has carefully manuevered himself ipto the public
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eye (since he makes a point of cultivating members of the press and influential
persons in the scientific world) and that he has in all probabllity been cleverly
manipulated into line for this position by other persons. I cannot but feel that
if Richard Feynman is sppointed to the position of Science Advisor to the President
that a situation as dangerous as that which existed when William D White was in
office might well recur and perhaps go undetected for yearse

If Richard Feynman should be appointed Science Advisor to the President and if he
should choose to obtain secrets and transmit them to the Russians or wish otherwise
to influence national policy in a negative manner, it may be of interest to consid er
some of the specizl abilities and associations which he might draw upon in approach-
1 such a problem: '

1) Technical ability to evaluate scientific data.

2) Experience in opening safes and in picking locks of various kindse

3) Experience in devising and deciphering code messagese

ly) Experience in filmedeveloping techniques and photographve

5)

6) Experience in formulating and laying the groundwork for complex patterns
of activity that extend well into the future.

7

8)

9)

10) Unusual ability to influence people and to induce them to believe whatever
he wishes them to believe about himself and his activities‘ or abput ideas

he irighes 1o impress.upon thems
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11)™A practical sptitude for dealing with mechanical and electronic
devices; possession of certain equipment such as a wire recorder and
photographic equipmente

(See detailed comment on each of the above considerations under Evidence of Disloyalty
and Perm nality and Characters)

bo
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and had this published in the California Institute of Technology Magazine dated
L 29CInOLC

which hLw had aiways been DLUtAr)e Jmmedi tely thereafter he prepared and delivered
a lecture on science and religion, which made him appear to be a very religious man,

hational distributions

detail of which documented proof can be easily obtaineds (See Unaractor anu FEISOMELITYS
"Property Fraud',) : ;

Many of Richard Feynman's friends are extremely anti-Republican (some of them very far
left in their political thinking from my point of view) and agnostice These persons
often bitterly criticized and made fun of religion and religious persons, and they also
criticized and made fun of the Republican party and individual Republicans, incInding
the Presidente I have mny times heard Richard Feynman actively participate in these
group attacks on religion and on Republicans.

Republican party and often visciously attacked many of e policies and 155ues 1V
sponscreds He has many times expressed dislike and cantempt for Richard Nixon and for
John Foster Dulles, and he has criticized President Eisenhower as a person and far his
policies, both domestic and foreigne More than once he has spoken of President Eisen-
hower with great contempt because he is a religious man and because has focused the
attention of the public on religions
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But I am also convinced that after his long hatred of Republicans and religion that
he agssumed membership in the Republican partyand the surface appeararnce of being a
religious man in large part for another purpose: to make himself more acceptable
to the Eisenhower organization and to lay the ground for an attempt to obtain high
office under the Republican administration, This was two years agoe Two years is,
I believe, not too long a time for Richard Feynman to spend in preparing the field
for obtaining such a prize as the position of Science Advisor to the President or
other high scientific position under the Republican administratione

If this man is not a loyal citizen, he is extremely dangerous from the standpoint

that he possesses an umusual personsl magnetism which engbles him to cherm-or fascinate
“Individual persons or groups if he chooses to do so and to convince them of whatever

he wishes them t0 believe gbout himself or about the ideas which he wishes to presents

He :often talks of what a good man he is, and makes subtle references to his own

loyalty and senge of honore To his prefessional friends and to persons who can some-

how be useful to him he tries very hard to appear to be a paragon of morality and  bé
integritv- biC
b7D

| (See detailed acommta nrier Chamastor &::d_.
Personalitye) He is a superb showman and he counts heavily, I believe, on his reputa- -
Tion of being fumy and on his disarming, boyish mnner to cover activities he does

not want the world to knows And he apparemtly deliberately seems to cultivate the
appearance of being careless, happy-go-lucky, and absent-minded for a number of reasons
~-in part, it would seem, because these are effective devices for keeping people from

looking beneath the surface--and because they make more acceptable the fact that he
often breaks his words
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Richard Peynman has for years, I believe made a very carefully caloulated effort

to cultivate persons who are eminent in the scientific field, both in the United
States and sbroads This includes scientists whom he first knew at Los Alamos—-
Robert Oppenheimer, Hans Bethe,| }-and scientists whom he made an effort
to know becanse of their prominence in the field—Albert Einstein, Enerico Fermi--
now deade He has made good use of these nassoeiatinng, Thwoush the years Wiab iw
has Deen at the California Institute of Technology | |
) he has in my opinion made a definite point of knowing

well and cultivating such persons as the president of California Institute of
Technology, the dean of the school of physics, department heads (including
and Iims Pauling), regents of California Institute of Technology, as well as

He also made it a point to know menbers FI the nresge This .

There is no question that in being considered for the position of Science Advisor

to the Pregsident he will be backed by fine recommendations from persons prominent

in the scientific worlde Richard Feynman is protected from negative criticism by the
fact that since receiving the Einstein award in 195) he is well known in the physics
fields Even if certain other physicists know things that may be negative about his
character or activities, they would, I feel sure, hesitate to criticize him for fear
of jeopardizing their own positions or professional futures If Richard Feymman should
be disloyal, he would be protected by permns whose own loyalties may be questionable
w-znd this would be a further reason why loyal scientists might hesitate to partici-
pate in the matters He would also be protected by the f act that the physics world

is 1ike a great fraternity in which men stand together merely because of their
profession--a consideration which in my opinion hindered the Oppenheimer investiga-
tion, Some of the persons in this group are so very liberal . in their political
thinking, from my point of view, that it is sometimes very difficult in hearing them
express their ideas on political subjects to believe that they are loysl to the United
Statese

Richard Feynman is now registered as a Republican, | |
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purpose of obtaining a position under the Republican administrgtion. Among the

most politically congervative of physicists, or other scientists, I will venture

to say that there are probably very few who are registered as Republicanse Yet I

am sure that there are many of these persons who are registered as Democrats who

are much ¢loser to the Republican point of view and who have the interest of the
nation~-as compared with their own personal interest--much more at heart than does
Richard Feynmane (See Evidence of Disloyalty.) Any physicist or other scientist who
registers as a Republican automatically stands out from the group; I -am-sure Rithand ~

... -Feynman was very much aware of this when he changed his political party affiliation

from Independent Progressive to Republican in the spring of 1956s If political
party affiliation has been an important factor in selecting Richard Feynman for con-
gsideration for this vital advisorship to the President, this is very unfortunate
in%eed--end in all probability will result in exactly the opposite of the desired
effecte '

There are many able and eminent physicists in the United States, men who are older
and more seasoned, but still younge-persons who possess no nattern of smolional
inatghility, sersoins wiw have no questionable background of having picked locks and
opened safes while employed in a post like Los Alamos where security was of the
essence, persons who are holders of the Nobel Prize--an honor of infinitely greater
importance than the Einstein award=-and many other honors and who are the originators
of many tangible achievements in physics--such as the syncotron and cyclotron, persons
whose loyalty and irrepra chable character can surely be easily established without
question of doubte Some of these persons are practical physicists--with a very
thorough knowledge of creative as well as theoretical physics and of the scientific
world--not mere math tse have in
mind such persons as _ Edwrin
MoMidlan - of the University of California, Ernest Lawrence and| |

| Lee DuBridge, president of the California Institute of

Technology, %o mention only a few. Are persons like these also being considered for
the position of Science Advisor to the President? If not, why not? Why is a person
like Richard Feynman, who was relatively unknown until he received the Einstein award
in 1954 and who hss never directed any large scientific project, given precedence
over persons of thiscaliber? The deep underlying answer to this question may well be
of great significance to the safety of America and of the American peoples

I have prepared the material which I am submitting for your cnsideration in two
sections~-one section entitled Evidence of Disloyalty and one sectiomn entitled
Character and Personality, Since 1t seems to me "Eﬁat time is of the essemce, I am
enclosing Lvidence of ’D'isél.o alty with this letter, but I have not at this writing had
time fully to prepa:'c"é' the secon%s ection of the reporte TYou will notice in this letter
and in the enclosed section of the report a numbel of references to the section entitled
Character and Per® nality since thisreport contains detalled information which it seems
to me the President of the United States and the FeB.Is should know asbout'Richard
Feyrman if he is being considered for high public office and which I believe should

be a part of the record in the interest of national securitys The section entitled
Character and Personality will be accompanied by certain photostated material that
Tay be of interest and that I feel should also be a part of the record, I will of
course try to submit the second section of the report as soon ag possiblee Headinss
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under which information is presented in the section of the report entitled Character b6

) 1selves, I believe: | L7C
b7D

|but I also know that if you are willing carefully
to study the material which 1 am submitting and to follow up many details you will
find very much to corroborate that what I say is true.

Sincerely,
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¢ EVIDENCE OF DISLOYALTY

o .

The following information probably adds little to the facts that are already lknown
in a general way by the FeB.I. about Richard Feynmane But a collection of facts
i a iy ! 1s do not. I

_Although Richard Feynman's ideas on political subjects were very far left, fromvmy

have led me to this conclusion, I am also submitiing a separate report entitled
Character and Personality as an important supplement to this report, since many of
The ideas presented here are infinitely more meaningful if they are considered with
a knowledge of Richard Feynman's very complex personality.
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