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1. Within four mouths we shall in all probability have completed

- the most terrible weapon ever known in human history, one bomb of which

could destroy a whole city. S S.

2.lthough w have shared its deeiopment with the U, sica

the US is at present in the position of controlling the resources with which

to construct and use it and no other nation could reach this position for

some years.
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. 3 .evertheless it is .practicafl certain that we could not remain

in this position indefinitely.

a. Various segments of its discovery and production are widely

known among many scientists in an countries, although few écientists

 are now aèquainted with the whole process which we have, developed.

. b.. .&lthough Its óonstriction under present methods. requires

great scientific and, Induatrial effort and raw materials, which are

temporarily mainly within the possession and knowledge of US and uK,

it is. extremely probable that much easier and cheaper methods of pro-

duction will be discovered by acientiats in the future, together with

the use of materials of much wider distribution., l.a a result, it is

. . extremely probable that the future . will make it possible to be con-

atructed by amii1er nations or. even groups, or at least by a large nation

iña much shorter time.
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4. As a.result,.it is Indicated that the futnre may see a time whén'

a weapon may be constructed in secret and used suddenly and effectively

with devastating pOwer by a w ration or group against an unsuspecting

5

5 .



I-Il

nation or group of much greater size and material power. flith its aid

even a very powerfu]. unsuspecting nation might be conquered within a very

few days by a very much smaller one,although probably the only nation

which could enter into production within the next few years is Russian

5, The world in its present 8tate of moral advancement compared

with its technical developaent would be eventually at the mercy of such a

teapon In other words, modern civilization might be completely destroyed

6. To approach any world peace organization of any pattern now

likely to be considered, without an appreciation by the leaders of our

country of the power of this new weapon, would seem to be unrali, 1'lo

I-

system of control heretofore considered would be adequate to control this

menace Both inside any particular country and between the nations of the

tOrld, the control of thia weapon !iU uthotedly be a matter of the gremtesit

difficulty and would involve such thorough-going rights of inspection and

internal controls s we have never heretofore contemplated.

7. Furthermore, in the light of our present position with reference

to this weapon, the question of sharing It with other nations and, if so shared,

- upon what terms, becomes a primary que5tlon of. our foreign relationa. lao

our. leadership In the war ani In the developnieat of tbI weapon has placed a

certain moral reaponsibility upon us which we cannot shirk without very serious

resp?nsibility for any disástér to civilization which it would further.

8. Qn the other hand, If the problem :r the proper use of this weapon

can be solved, we wOuld have the opportunity to bring the world into a pattern

in which the peace of the world and our civilization can be saved.

9. As stated in General Groves' report, steps are underway looking

towards the es1iblisbment of a select c9mmittee of particular qualifIcati ona






