42 three thirty this morning, the —aviet Union detonated & very large nuclear
device. Freliz.inary svidence indicates that its magnituds iz oo the oxder of
50 megatons. Ths explosion took place in the atmosphers. B will produce
mora radicactive fallout than any previous &xplosion, = s

The Soviet explosion was a political rather than a r.ilitary act. The device
exploded does aot add i effectivensss against military targets to nuclear waa-
pons now aveilable both to the Soviet Union and the United States. It doss not
affect the basic balance of nuclear power. Any such weapon would be prin.arily
& mass killar of people in war -« and the testing of this device primarily an
incitement to fright and panic in the cold war. _ ' )
In undertaltng thiz test, the Soviet Unicn has delibsrataly overcridden the ex-
precsed hope of the world as stated in the resolution adopted Ly the General
Asserbly of the United Nations on October 4. It has done 80 beczusse it in-
tends through this display to spread such fear across the world tha: peace-
loving men will accept any Soviet demapnd . Fear is the oldest werzlaim . -

e EPronguont the lile of menidnd, .18 hee bend the Faport of Rk wie
&8 it has been rapolled in ths past -- mot ouly by ths atsadfastness of fres men
- but by the power of the arms widch rasn will use to defand their fraadors, 7,

Theze is o wystery about producing a 50 megston borb, Ilar is thers any -
techmical nged for testing such & weapon at full-scale detonation in order &,
confizzc: the basic design. The United Jtates Governmsant considerad this
matter carefully aevaral years ago and conciuded that such weapons wonld not
provids an sasentlal mdlitary capability., The exiztiag Unitsd Ctates muclear
wroenal {s superior in quantity and quality to that of any other nation, Ths
United States today has ample military power to da 3tz0y aay nation which would
spicash thernonuclssr war..

“/e bave mo wish ever to uss this military powse E
to gign the tost-bdan treaty proposed at Geneva. Ws : gver,

to zegdtiats a treaty for general and comwiplete disammawent, In the rmzantims,
we will contiane to take whatever measures ars R2cesRary to zrassrve the se-
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vy aud of cthars who cowyt on us,
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