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" development require
patible with B-52

' chmGaaEs OFFICE DIARY

GLENN T. S8EA
: e .Chr USAEC, 1«32.32
: | : “ i FoLoen-paae ORE0 80D, 2.

Dear Mr. President: B R

o

During the previous administtation it was decided b

President not to proceed with the development of agﬁl‘ﬁ-‘
omb. As a result of that decision, 'the Department

Defense and the Atomic Energy Commission have restricted

“ac mies in that yield range to exploratory and conceptual
in igations. The ldvanced.woncept.
whithiwas proven in the DOMINIC athmospheric test series, .

codfd‘beggarded in one sense as an outgrowth of such con-
P

ceptual investigations, but it would require further testing
to develdp a stockpile version. . '

- : '
' The Sec : ﬁary of Defense, in reviewing the results of
recent tests, #p}atiéely decided to proceed with a forimal )
" ement for the highest yield bomb com-
‘eraft laydown delivery that could be
stockpiled without E_jear testing., This decision was for-
warded to the Atomic t%gy Commission on March 6, 1963,

and the AEC was reque to provide estimates of yield,
time scale, and costs for/guch a development. In response
to the DOD request, the AEC| bas indicated that, without
test, -stockpiling of a , laydown bomb based
on existing techniques asd wdighing 35, 000 pounds could be
initiated in somewhat less than foyr-years. The estimated
total cost of the development and Qt}p:bkpiling _g:).its‘

 would be approximately $290, 000,{000, consi g of
 $20, 000, 000 for development, $20, 000 'QGO for fabrication,
T and $250, 000, 000 for materials. Q'Assr
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. The question of the need for high yield bombs has
been reviewed with the Joint Chiefs of Staff, We and the
r~ JCS recommend that in consideration of the political and
be psychological aspects of such weapons, you authorize the
development and production in limited numbers of the
i compatible
ped without further

raximum yield laydown bomb
$h B-52 delivery, that can be

[Em - ';_'. -:.'ﬁetpecﬁmy submitted,

o

Secretary Defgnse . Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission

Mﬁ o
The President s{; “*;s v

The White House‘ w**
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