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OFFICI DIARY 

GLINN T. 8EABORG 
• Chr U8AEC, 1M t-72 

F0t.DER-PAGE0~~ 08{), 2.. 
. . ~ ·.· . ' .. · .. . . ' 915161 

Dear Mr. President: .. ' 

Durin& the previous adminiStration it was decide!!b 
President not ~o proceed with the development of a · . .'tf.l' 

AI ·a result of that decision, 'the Depar ent 
Defense and the Atomic Energy Commission have restricted 

amtmies in that yield ranae to 
in 4~igations. The advanced, pt, 
w ·th}was proven in the· teat aeries, . 
cou'fc{be:Iaarded in one ~ense ··.as an outarowth of. such con
ceptual estigations, but it would require further testin& · 
to de vel ~"4 stockpile :version •. · 

ljJ"'"""-'•~'"'...4 ' . • . r, . . 
. The Secc:-~y of Defenae.; ln ~evlewlng ~e results of 

recent tests, . d ~\ively decided. to proc'eed wi~ a formal · 
development· requi~~ent for the highest yield bomb com-
patible with B-5Z. " aft laydown delivery that could be 
stockpiled without ~~ear testing. This decision was for
war.ded to the Atomic-~··· gy Commission on March 6, 1963, 
and the AEC was reque to provide estimates of yield, 
time scale, and costs f ~ . uch a development. In response 
to the DOD request, the indicated that, without 
test, ·stockpiling of a layd.own bomb based 
on existina techniques 35, 000 pounds could be 
initiated in somewhat iess than fo'fi:Years. T~e es~imated 
total cost of the devel~pznent and ;~pilina ~-Slit•. 
would be approximately $2.90, OOO,lQOO, consitQnl of 
$Z.O, 000, 000 for 4evelopmen~, ~Z.O, 000~00 f~r fabrication, 
and $2.50, 000,000 for mater1ala.· . 
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OPFICE DIARY 

GLENN T. SEABORQ 
Chr USAEC. !111-71 

,OLDIIIt-PACJI (J ~~() It>. 3 

The queation of tbe need tor hiah yield bomb• haa 
been reviewed with the Joint Chlela of Stall. We and the 
JCS recommend that in conaideration of the political and 
psycholoaical aapecta of auch weapon•· you authorize the 
development and production· in Umitecl n\unbera ot the 

• um yield laydown bomb compatible 
-52 delivery, ~~t.can.b : .. p without further 
r teata. · . . , . 

{
{(,(i) . ·. ;~· . .. · .. 
.. :- · · ll_ eapectlully aubmitted, 
I I f'i . 
\,~::~j_! . '. . 
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The White Houae 
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. , .• :Cha.tr~an, Atomic Ener·ay Commisaion 
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