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NATIONAL DEFENSE RESEARCH COM IITTE

OFFIC$ OF QCIEN[IFIC RF$EARCH AND DEVELOPMENT Address reply:
1530 P STREET NW. Palmer Physical Laboratory

WASHINGTON. D. C. Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

February 15, 1945

Mr. Irvin Stewart
Office of Scientific Research and
150 P Street NN
Washington, D. C.

Dear 6s. Stewart:

"This document cou;ains ii forwa:ion affecting
the national tlcfctiaL! of t:'e U:mcd 6tates within
the meaning of the Act, 50 U S C.,
31 and 32. Its tram,un.,ton t.t the revelation of
its contents in any uiauner to an unauthorized
person is prohibited by law."

Development

I have to report to you an extremely unpleasant and seri-
ous situation with regard to Dr. Oppenheimer's new project.

When Oppenheimer was here, he told the men who were prot-
ably going to go to his project a good deal about the site and the
ultimate objective of the'work. He also told them to discuss the
problem of going with their wives. It is not clear to me whether
they were to tell their wives anything more than the location and
restrictions. There were, of course, repeated warnings by him and
by me of the necessity for extreme secrecy.

.

Last Thursday I received a call froma young roman who
has no connection whatever with anyone on the project here but who
felt it a matter of duty to tell me that a considerable amount of
information about Oppenheimer's project was circulating among the
women who live in the Prospect Apartments. The Prospect Apartments
is one of the few apartment houses in Princeton, and there are sev-
eral members of our project who will be going to Oppenheimer who
live there. I understand that the woman who spoke to me had not
received this information directly from any wives of people on this
project, and I further understand that there is a woman living at
the Prospect Apartments whose brother is a physicist at Berkeley
anft is going to Oppenheimer's new project.- Whatever the source of
the information, whether via Berkeley or via some wives of the men
here who are going to Oppenheimer, I think an investigation should
be made.
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February 15, 1943

I mentioned this to Dr. Wensel and of course will be
glad to give any information I can to anyone who is sent here
to investigate. Although this does not directly concern our
own project here for which I am responsible, I am nevertheless
deeply distressed and feel obliged to call the matter to your
attention.

Sincerely yours,

4

Mr-. Irvin s wart

HES:mh H. D. Smyth

i
The urpency of dc7ivery of this letter is such
that i t fi; .? in time by
the r.ez The orig-
inator,
of this dccun.er.:. ..a... within the
continental limits of the Ur.ited Mates.
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February 23, 190

Dr. H. D. Smyth
Paleer l sical, taboratorT
Princeton t iwrsity
Princeton, hew jersey

Dear Dr. sgth:

flank you very such for your letter of
Psbs'uary 15, 1%3, repeetinl that caeadrable infor-
mation regarding Dr. Oppsahiaeers project ws being
eirealatd around Priaceton. I haw reported the
instaaee you mentioned to the Protective Setanrity
Officer of tfw senhattan District, abo bas ju ris-attion o e the sec*ii of the project.

You will be advised of any furthw de-
velopeents.

very truly your.,

(818") IH/I1 BMW
Irria Stewart
!n cntive sss etarj
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