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1 wanted to report t o you оп the qU8atlon о! the гаМо­
actively роlЗ0под (аода, both Ьесаи80 thero аге 80ШО stops that 
1 ЬаУО tak:on. впд bocauso Edward Teller Ьав told шо оС tho dlrrl­
cu1tles lnto whlch you Ьауо run. 

When 1 wаз 1п Wssh1ngton 1 loarnod that tbe сы1!f оС 
Statf had requested fгош Conant & suшmагу report оп the ш111tаry 
usos о! radloactive meterlals апд that Conant wаз 1п the рГОСОЗ8 
о! colloctlng the mateгlal (аг that report. 1 theretore, w1th 
агоуез' knowledge and approval, dlsсuзsоd with Ыш tbe appllca­
tion Whlch sеешеd to из за ргопdslпg , gavo ы1m 8 (о .. polnts о! 
detal1 and зоmо orders о! шаgn1tudе. 1 гаlа0д tho questlon о! 
what ateps. оrrепзlvе anд defenslve, зhоuld Ье taken 1п thls 
connectlon. It 18 ту орlпl0П. anд lt _аз also Сопant'з, that 
the defens1ve теаsuгез would ргоЬаЫу preclude our carrylng out 
the method оuгзеlvез effect1vely. and therefore 1 8sked that lп 
Ые report the questlon of po11cy Ье Г81зед аз to whlch о! the8e 
11пез _е should pr1mar11y follow . ТЬ1з report, апд уои will 
undoub tedly have he8rd о! it 1п other соnnесtiопз, 18 to 10 
d1rectly to General Marsha11 80 that 1t _111 ЬаУе author1tat1 •• 
l! not expert сопзldегаtlоп. I Ьоре to d1зсuзз the que.tlon 
further when Conant v1зltз Ьеге lп ten dауз. 

I а180 р1ап to go lnto the matter 8 11ttle 8Or8 ~ 
w1 th Нат11 ton. 81 though о! соигее only оп the pbJ.lol~. 
Ав уои know. he has а1гваду таде зtudlе. о! tne .~ti .. ~ 
арреагз to offer the h1ghезt prom18e,and Ье .жpre .... bI8 
wl11iпgпезз to 100k 1nto thезе questlon. 8Qr. tul1J. l ~ 
that 1 сап do thls wlthout 1n 8.n1 .. ,. in41oatll18 t:ibe ....... _ 
our lпtегезt, but lt 8111 Ье 80" tl ... perbapa tbr88 • 
ЬеГоге I get to 8ее hlш. 

1 under.tand the d1ft1cult1 •• tb ~:·i:'L~IL"Рu::~_1а~~:::-1 
gettlog th18 8ubject developed w1thout 10-
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and 1t 18 bard Гог ше to g1ve very 80und adv10e оп what to do. 
1 th1nk that t here 15 at 1eaat опе qu1te _е11 derlned radlo­
сЬешlса1 ргоЬ1еm , -Ь1сЬ 1з the aeparatlon о! the beta- 8tront1um 
1'raIIother 8ct1v1t1es . It 18 шу 1шрг •• а1оп atter tаИпg lt over 
_1th Teller, that th1з 1 з not а very maJor рroЫеш exoept 1п 80 

Гаг аз prov1s10n _ou1d hav. to Ье made Гог oarry1ng 1t out Ьу 
гешоtе control at the aotual slte о! operat10n8. 1 do not 988 
h ow thia оап Ье done w1thout letting • пишЬег о! p80ple lnto 
tha зеогеt о! why _е _ant tha зtгопtluт. 1 ahould therefore 
11ка to азk уои wha t уои thlnk the 1ateat .аГе date 1а Гог the 
зоlutlоп о! thla and othar ргоЫеm&. It аеета to me that •• 
havo а muсЬ better сЬапсе о! keeping уоиг plan qu1et if -о do 
no t atart wor k оп 1t untll 1t 18 аззепt1аl to do зо. lГ , 1п 

уоиг орlпl0П , the tlme Гог зuсh .огК 1з по_ , 1 bel1eve that !ои 
should d1аСU9 З 1t wlth Allison and Franck and оп thelr adv1c e , 
if аЬзо1utе1у пеС ОЗ8агу, w1th Compton , and that регЬарз th1 e 
вгоир о! реор10 _111 Ье enough to g ot the _огк dono without 
moго w1de - spread d1scu8s ion . In а g enoral _ау 1 th1nk _е have 
better fас111tlез Ьеге Гог keep1ng thlngs о! that kind .Ith1n 
а • • 11 definied group, namely , th. sc10ntiflc ро гз оnnо1 о ! the 
1aboratoгy , t han ех18tз 1п other place9 . Оп tho other hand , 
1 do not th1nk that _е аге equ1pped to tackle the problem 
wlth anyth1 ng 1 1 ке the exped1tion that уои сап 1 п Ch1 c ago . 

То зummаг1zе then , 1 зhоuld recommend delay if that 
18 розз 1 bl е . (1п th1 з connectlon 1 th1nk that we зhоuld not 
at tempt а plan unlеаа _е сап роl а0П f ood suff1c1ent to kl11 
а half а m11110n теп , зlпсе there 18 по doub t that the 8otua1 
пuшЬег affected will, Ъеоаuзе о! поп-ип1Гогт distr1bu t10n, Ь. 
шuсh smaller than th1s.) I f you belleve that зuоh delay _111 
Ье зегl0UЗ, 1 зhоuld reoomтend dlscu8s1on w1th а г •••• 11-
сhоз еп p eopl e . F1nally , 1 shoul d P08tpone th1s a ction unt11 
1 Ьауе had ап oppor tunlty to reopen the que st lon w1th Соаа-* 
and lf Р08з lblе to obtaln 1nformat1on оп th. deol.1on ot ~ 
General S taff. 

Тhlngз Ьеге аге go ing qu lt • •• 11 and ...... t!11 
r ememberi ng wlth pleasure and proflt your tlae Tl.l~. I bII* 
that you оап ооте a galn l.t. 1п June, and tb&t .. 8Ь&11 -... 
at thot tlm. в оте 1евз p rogr..atlc ргоЫ ... to 4180088 8t1a 
you . 

Wlth .11 _агш g r eetlng8, 

Robert ОрреаЬ81 ... 
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