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FOR RELEASE IU l!OR.llING P.APERS, SUNDAY, AUGUST 12, 1945 

For Radio Commentators ai'ter 
9:00 P.M., EWT, Saturday, August 11, 1945 

MEMORAl®UM FOR EDI'IDRS: 

The War Department authorizes the release of the report by H, D. Smyth, 
Chairman of the Department of Physics of Princeton University and Consultant 
to Manhattan District United States Corps of Engineers, entitled: 

A GENERAL ACCOUNT OF THE DEVELOPiiENT OF HETHODS 
OF usn:G ATOMIC :ENERGY FOR NILITARY PtJRPOSES 

mmER THE AUSPICES OF THE 
tJ1HTED STATES GOVEillTlviENT 

1940 - 1945 

The report is authorized for publication in Sunday morning papers of 
August 12 or for radio commentators after 9 P .M., Ei'lT, August 11, 1945 • 

. PLEASE WAT CI!_ THE RELEASJ\} DATE CA.."R.EFUT.....LY. 

Wothing in this report discloses necessary military secrets as to the 
manufacture or production of the wea11 on. It does p rovide a summary of generally 
known scientific facts and gives an account of the history of the 11rork, and of 
the role played in the develoT;ment by different scientific ru1d industrial organ-
izations. .. 

The best interests of the United States reQuire the utmost cooperation by 
all concerned in keeping secret now and for all time in the future all sCientific 
and technical information not given in this report or other official releases of 
informa.tion by the War Department. 

The following addition should be made to pnragraph 12.18 of the Smyth Re­
port: ITThe 'War • Department now authorizes the further statement that the bomb 
is detonated in combat, at such a height above the ground, as to give the max­
imum blast effect against structures, an~. to disseminate the radioac t ive pro­
ducts a s a cloud. On account of the heigb.t of the explosion practically all 
the radioactive products are .carried upHard in the ascending column of hot air 
and dispersed harmlessly ove r a \·Jide area. Even in the lfo\·! Mexico test, where 
the height of explosion wns necessarily 1 ow, only a v ery small fra.ction of the 
r adion.cti vi ty was cleposi ted imm0di ate1~ ... · belo;·r the "oomb. 11 


