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Memorandum to Mr. Tolson January 7, 1953 

I· toJd,'BOrdeh .that'- my f1rst ·reaction was .that .th1s 
-Wa.S-...S.Olelw:an ladmln:J·strat1yuatter tor the..-CornmH~:tee· to · 
handle and was ·nat· a. proper ·matt'er· fori"tl)~~ .. 'however, I / 
-would like to .. do(v.a..~~~t~J_.g;.,~~e.c~ing and- would call him: l:)_a.ck.> 

' I 

_Mr.. Belmont,. f'el·t·1 tnt if' the contents. o;t,i.J:J&, .. P..~Q.~r 
_related to:~ the. security ot;; ·i(J:i.e )co\4itri whe"?h~~ we.,. had:Auz:,t.s-; 
i1I~t:ton" or. no1?-.\w~~..J!bould;J.P..~-~:r;yX~~~\'fu;e.e~_x;:an<t..:pbeq~!!lt~~1(r.~Jl<l. 
shou~d-.,~~: -governed b:y~j:he ~d~g~ee .. of- ,i_mp<:r~fln~r*·.o~f'-.. ~~~~)~~~-1 .. rp.• · 

<-A;rt·er checking 'with ;the Di,r~_c:t2£.t-~~.g_y_~~~~"d~·t '~:!JnqnJ;.t 
that heT slio"\lld·- have ·Agents lrpml~!l~ ... t::1~~<i,;.Qf~~9,.!1~~J~~~MFl~~~r~ 
at· Bql,'den '.s o~fice aiJ.d: that ~t is the .Director·t s-~·desfre ,,weycheqk 
into -thts. I- -thlm---oa:JJed ~BOrden and- told him we";>wotild"hive 'an 
Agent; :conie down imriled.iately, purely as a matter of· cooperation 
wi~h the CoMmittee. I inquired again wheth~r the. paper, for 
examp~e, gave sp~cif'ics as to numbers and products on hand. He 
stated it did not give this;· that it was like some of' the top. 
s~et material t~e Alsops had been publishing. Ha ·.was -·very · 
gra terul . · · · - "" · ·· - ' -- . . ~'- - ('' .~. ~ 
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• UNITED STKTE~GOVERNMENT 

DATE: 

FROM A. H. 

~ 

Based on i nform.ati:on furnished by }Jr. Nichols, 
I called ASAC H. B. Fletcher~ of the Yashington Field 
Office, shortly after noon today to advise him that. 
_Y(i}.ligm~_B.o . .r.den,. Staff· Director· ·of tid{ ;To.int 7fo-mmis-sion on 
Atomic Energy, had called the Bureau to report the 
following: 

~1-

~---
?•~t_ 
»>or __ 

ftlt. ~·Om.-_____ 
=.:y_ 
_::::.-.;::::-.::"-

Th?' Joint Commission on Atomic Enengy sent a docum~nt 
classified 11s~t 11 to Dr. John Wheeler,_ of p'{:inceton Unipersity, 
one of -the top scientists in the atomic energ~field wh.o has· 

..,. 
'•, 

been active as a consultan-t for a number oft yedrs. Th~s 
.document summarized the atomic energy program ~o date. Dr. 
Wheeler came to Washington last night, January 6, by pullman. 
In his berth he read the document which he had tn an envelope 
along :with o1iher ~09ZLT}!~n."P_~, g?l_d. according .. -to -his· reco·l·lection, 

' .placed; the dq:9.um:enti back in the envelope-. rhis -morning he . 
.., -went to #the m(m 1s room in the pullman car and inadvertently. ~ 

, ' left the envelope in the men 1s room.. ·Realizing__ 'P_l]._i,_s_,_ ~e~~:W(!.'[!.:£ .. ~7_ =- :_,;; 
- . bacT~ "!?Q :t.he._.men_ ~-s.- .J:oom~.:.anf},,;.:found- i=t.:tci·- ·be: ·crccu!ii'ea'. =· ._,IIe lo-oked 
;"".~~ ~ .. ;:.~ .:..":.ifviFr-'t7iii'kpartTti.on -and saw the envelope. After 'the occupant 

'-. :§t left, he recovered the enQelope. Subsequently, he looked · ... 
1
~ into the envelop_e and· found that the secret document was 

r-\. ~ missing. 
\~} 
o ., The Joinp jt __ tomic Energy Commission is _c~using a_ 

·~ -~ i search ,to ·be made: of the tra~n· .and has a list of the passengers 
· ~ 0 on the.car·. l[r._.,B'ord,_en solic_ited the Bureau's assistance in 
I z!!:! recov~r"fng;Jhe, ~O.CUTT}ents,-:'J}S·~t~~ c.~~~i·s.sion is greatly concerned 
g~ over -z;!t.s l~ss. ·!, ·_, t 

~5~ -\ Ftold'Mr.··-FJ.ej;_ph,,er.,..'*hat despite 1;he fact that 
~-~ ,.,...\ there lpaS :e::c."j;reme ,carelJssn1e SS and ne,gli gence in the handling_ 
~:J~ of .this document~, both}JY. Dn._ Y(heeler and the Joint Com.mi.ssion 
~ ~-m" on Atomi·q- En~.rgy; ,an :A.g-Jif7/-s·liould .proceed a·t. once to the 
~~~ office· of Mr•~·Bo/r.den _where ·Dr. ,Wheeler wa . abeiilable for 
-'a:~ in·terVif!.w.; that Agents shot!-ld ge:f; the tao s 'Of the mattier 
~ ~ o and pin down exactly· whaty:had happened. an launch .an i nvesti ga- I 

~ 1;ion in ~n attempt io recover $he ·dopu A • I ~old him this 
~ sh,ould be. handled a1; once. onc·n-•30'. ., J Jj '13 a !Ql' _.., 

. k- \\~COu.u~~~,\} ~ ._...· I Q .,-
-~ (J/JAN~"81953' -~Y.fl s .Jan i4 1953 ~. 
~ .... - . 'f~i~~ . 

~ CC ·- Mr·• 1-lichol"s · ~ .. 
~, AHB:tlc _____ _ 



t ~ ·-

MEMORANDWJ FOR JlR. LADD 

... .At 3:00pm, SAO Hood, of t"he Yfash~ngton Field 
Of!~ oe, adu~.sed tha~- Proflessor~ Wheeler h~s been ~ nteiu~ewed· 
by-Agents .and the Ag~nts a~e p~rs~tn~ the ~n~estiaat~on, 
d.~l~gent"ly ~n an at"f?empt, to locate the document. 

; 
( 

a , -.- -

- 2 



,.· ... :~..-·, 

.-;:--~.. . ¢ .-~·"=· 0~ <=?- .. . ---~ ~ 

Office Memorandum . uNrTJ3:D sTATEs GovERNMENT 

;"' f ''\ 
"-.~_l 

TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

ATOMIC ENERGY ACT. 

Supervisor Charles Lyons of the WFO-advised 
on the morning of January 8 that ·the WFO has been 
informed by the Joint Oom~ittee on Atomic Energy 
they do .not intend to notify the Atomic Energy 
·ao-inmission regarding the loss of the documerrt in 
question. They have, however, placed no 
restricttons -on the FBI in this connection. 

REC01!JJENDATION: 

It is recommfJnded "'that the FBI notify both 
the Attorney General and the Atomic Energy Commission 
concerning the loss of this document, since it has 
come to our notice, we are conducting investigation, 
and it is a matter regarding which the Attorney General 
and ~he A~om>q En~rgy Comm>ss~e cognizant. 

- ;.;_ .. \ '-

.r 1;...· ~~ 

\ .9)/ 
CEH:-LL 

ALL INFORMATJON CONTAINED 
HERE!.~~~ H~CLASSIFIED 
o~re ~ av~q,_uc;/JAm{KStl/ri!J 

I" -
~ 6 ~AN 281953 
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,,, ·p FEDERAL BUREAU OF T).ttJ•t:tc:m 

,- /' UNITED STA;;ES D; PABTMENT 

ALl iNFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLA~I~!~~JJ6A kAA

6
fV£1Jk ~--- -----------

bATE//Jfl/42 :BY ~~'cf/ 
. TJ~n~mit the fo~lowing Teletype message to: _ 

AC, OND 1-8-53 TIME . . 

CT• 

BY _PROFESSOR JOHN A. 

WHEELER, JANUARY SEVEN, NI~TE FIFTY THREE ATOMIC 

ENERGY ACT. RE TELEPHONE CALL F\ROM SA CHARLES LYON, 

WASHINGTON FI~D TO RICHMOND, JANuARY SEVEN. MRS. ROSALYE 

BRYAN, PULLMAN COMPANY OFFICE, RICHMOND, ADVISED :DIAGRAM 
/ 

FOR PULLMAN CAn ONE ZERO ONE FOR NIGHT·OF JANUARY SIX. t . DASH SEVEN WAS MAILED TO PULLMAN COMPANY, EIGHT FOU)l FIVE 

~') 
·s: ~ 

2-J 
·~~ 

v.. 

SOUTH WABASH, CHICAGO, AT CLOSE OF BUSINESS, JANUARY SEVEN. 

MRS. BRYAN ADVISED GAVE !)AT~ APPF.;J\RING ON :D~AGRAM TO AEC 

INVESTIGATOR BY TELEPHONE AND HER RECOLLECTION WAS ~HAT 

DIAGRAl-1 SHOWEID--LOWERS ON.E.·AND ~LVE -WERE NQT O_QClJP!_E!Q, 

ONLY ONE UPPER WAS OCCUPIED AND THAT BY A SINGLE OQCUPANT 
~ ~ 
~ AS A SECTION. ALSO THAT DIAGRAM LISTED:;OCQUPANTS BY _ 

~TICKET NUMBERS, Oi:>DE NUMBERS AND POSSIBLY ONE OR TWO NAMES 

~ . NOT READABLE. CODE NUMBERS REPORTEJ.LY REFER TO STATIONS . 

~ MAKING RESERVATIONS BY CALLING PHILAIELPHIA. MRS. BRYAN 

STATED SHE viAS UNABLE TO .DECIPHER SOME OF THE CODE NUMBERS 

Approved:~-r-+-r.:.:..;;;;;:..;....;:.;;.._;;....;:;...;;.:;...;;...;.;.;....;_~-
, p ial _Agent in Charge 

7 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

~--~~-----------

Transmit the following Teletype message to: 

PAGE TWO 

FD-86 

WHERE Dif!,GRAM PREPARED AS ENTIRE CAR ASSIGNED TO PHILADEL.;.;. 

PHIA. ROY c. STROUD, TWO EIGHT TWO EIGHT NORTH AVENUE, RICH­

MOND, WAS PULLMAN CONDUCTOR ON PENNSYLVANIA TRAIN ON~ ZERO 

-.ONE, NEW. YQ~. T9 WA~HINi}~O~ ON: NIGHT IN. QUESTION-. HE AD;_ 

VISED TRAIN PICKED UP CAR ONE ZERO ONE, PHILAIELPHIA TO 

" 
WASHINqTON, AND ANOTHER·CA~, NEW YORK TO MEMPHIS, UPON 

ARRIVAL AT PHILADELPHIA AT TWO-TWENTY A.M. CARS WERE 

SPOTTED AT PHILALELPHIA AND OPENED FOR OCCUPANCY AT TEN 

P.M. TRAIN LEFT PHILAJELPHIA TWO FORTY-THREE A.M. AND 
' 

ARRIVED WASHINGTON FIVE FIFTEEN A.M. CAR ONE ZERO 9NE, 

' PHILAEELPHIA TO WASHINGTON, ANIDNEW YORK TO MEMPHIS CAR SET 

duT·~iN wASHINGTON AND SUBJEcT· TO -OCCUPANCY .UNTIL- EI_GHT A.J1! 

STROUD STATE1> AFTER LEAVING P!1ILA1ELPHIA HE AND TRA:;I:NMAN 

PROCEEDED TO CAR ONE ZERO ONE WHERE HE PICKED UP PAPERS AND 

DIAG~S FROM TOWEL RACK IN SMOKING ROOM, SOLDLOWER THREE 

TO A MAN, THEN HE AND TRAINMAN RETURNED TO ANOTHER CAR TO 

COMPLETE PAPER \olORK; THAT HE AND TRAINMAN REMAINED IN OTHER 

CAR UNTIL ARRIVAL IN WASHINGTON WHERE HE LEFT TRAIN AND. 

BOARDED R.F. & P. TRAIN TO RICHMOND.- DID NOT lflEENTER CAR 

ONE ZERO ONE. ALL OCCUPANTS OF CA'fi ONE ZERO ONE 'VIERE ASLEEP 

END PAGE TWO 

Special Agent in Charge 
Sent~---::.-_M Per...,._-~ 



Ai . UJ 
FD-36 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

• 
Transmit the following Teletype message to: 

PAGE THREE 

WHEN HE ENTERED CAR AND WHEN HE LEFT TRAIN. POR!'ER \vAS 

AvlAKE HOWEVER. STATES SAW NO PAPERS IN SMOKING ROOM OF 

ONE ZERO ONE AND THAT ENVELOPE HE PICKED UP ACTUALLY CON­

TAINED TICKETS AND OTHER .MISC:ELLANEOUS. PAPER~ Wff_ICH HE_ W9Rlg!!D 

ON TRAIN. STROUD ADVISED MAN TO WHO~ HE SOLD LOWER THREE 

IN CAR ONE ZERO ONE HAD BOARDED TRAIN AT TRENTON OR ELIZABETH, 
, 

NEVI JERSEY WITH FIRST CLASS TICKET AND CHAIR CAR SEAT TICKET 
• < 

STA.TING HE HAD MISSED· EARLIER TRAIN, AND ASKED FOR LOWER IN 

CA~ TO BE SET OUT AT WASHINGTON WITHOU~ DESIGNATING WHICH 

CA~. MAN NOT CONSIIERED SUSPICIOUS OR, ENDEAVORING TO. J!NTER 

_ Q~. QNE ZERO ONE .AND WAS STILL IN SMOK~NG :ROOJ-1 WHEN STROUD 

AND TRAINMAN LJWT. STROUD OF OPINION PIHLAi>EtPHIA TICitEr_r· 

OFFICE HAS PINK PAPER COPY OF IDIAGRAM FOR CAR ONE ZERO ONE. 

STATES DID NOT KNOW OF LOSS OF PAPERS UNTIL ARRIVAL, RICHMOND 

AND QUESTIONED BY MRS. BRYAN. RUC 

JOHNSON 

BLD:mc 

117-17 

REGULAR MAIL 

Approved:-------------­
Special.Agen~ in Charge 

·Sent· - .... , M Per_. __ _ 
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GOVERNMENT 

Mr .• Tolson ~ . DATB:February 9~19 3 :. 
ALL lNFORMAT:ON CONTAINED , 1 'tor-~ 
HS:RE.IN IS UNCLASStFIED J ,/ ~1 · . ., ~ ":d , 

L. B. Nichols DATE J/ZJ/lil. BYitPJfd "t. '11Jmj/fSPi,fiQ ~ ::.·_ 

Office 

SUBJECT.: 

•rbo-· 
l-•-
tracy-
X,..oabli•­
hloll•-

JOINT COMMITTEE ON ATOMIC .ENERGY I R~~=.~ ' 
' )~ ... .._ 

.LOSS OF CLASSIFIED ·DOCUMENTS 

You will ·recall we . .recently inve.~gated the loss of ~~ 
certain documents .in the ·po~session of Dr. Johli-Wheeler of . .P.rlnceton ~CM 
University. Today, William Borden, Staff :Director of die 'Joint L 
Committee, called to inquire how we were getting ·along:. I ·told 'hi _,__._ 
to date the results had ·been .negative, but ·that we were still working 

I 

Borden stated ·the whole thing was a mystery to him 
-and· was .incomprehensible. He did express the hope that in due time 
-.yhen we .had completed our investigation we would· either get him a I 

C:OPf of the report or would advise 'him what had been done. 
' ' 

I 
, I·· l think ·.in -due time we should send a letter to BorO:en , 

· S11mmarlzi1'g the investigation. ., ~ 

~~ '• 
cc: Mr. 'Ladd· 

:Mr. Belmont 

LBN:MP 
1 

t 

I ' ::::! f''"~ 

1117-:_13 ~ 7- j.,)!J 
IFEB[I01953 

11. 



- .. , --'1 ST!'ND~D•FORM No:'64 • 4 Office Memorandum . · UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO JJ. J.f. LAJJD ~ 
A. H. BELJ.l! 

DATE: February 12, 1953 

FROM 

SUBJECT: Q LOS?_ OF 'GHLY SECRET ATOMICJ....-E,NERGY 
JJO(fUJil:NT-JJ:rPitOFJff~SOR J{Jf{jjf-Ji._:)Wi!EELER 

-~ tiP:~~/ JJi1:rrr.nr,y 7, 1953 ~ -- ~~--

ATOMIC ENERGY AOT ~ :ra:~ 

At 6:30 P.M. on February 12, 1953, SAO Hood came over~~~, 
from the Washington Field Office at my request concerning this~ 
case. I told him in substance the nature of the information · ' 
contained in the document lost by Professor Y!heeler which is, ~, 

·o.f course, at variance with the original information we received. ~ 
I told him that it is imperative that this document be located Q 
and until it is located we must take the attitude that the document 
was stolen and turned over to the wrong hands. I advised him that 
this case is to be handled as a Special and that he should pick his 
best investigator to handle the case as a Special. This Special 
Agent is to coordinate the inve~tigation and participate in any 
important investigation or interviews regardless of the locati~n. 
He is to be provided all necessary assistance in the way of man 
power both in J1ashington, JJ. a., and elsewhere. 

I told Mr. Hood that the investigation must include a 

~
omplete breakdown of every movement and activity of Professor 

Wheeler from the time he obtained the document in question until 
e discovered its loss, in order that we may pin point exactly 
hat has happened. His associations at Princeton must be 

explored, any persons he contacted, the servants at his house, 
any telephone calls he made; in fact, every movement he made must 
be accounted for. I told Hood that the agents will have to dig 
in an get all possible i~formation until this case is solved. Mr. 
Hood will give me the identity of the agent on the morning of· 
February 13, 1953, after which I will brief the agent. The agent 

l

and Supervisor JJissly will go over the case in complete detail 
1
. 

separately for leads and then will hold a conference to have a 
meeting o,f the minds as to the immediate steps to be taken. This 
will be done on February 13, 1953. Supervisor .Dissly is presently j·"· 
going over the file. , 

AHB:je:r 

-: I6!FEB 271S53 ALL INFORMATiON CONTAINED ~ 
HEREINpDJ/'t.LAsa C~ ,J !J:!,.Vi\ DATE~ , D BY _ /A 7hfl//f$Ff9 
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I told Mr. Hood that I will personally alert the SACs 
in other offices to insure that this matter is handled as a 
Special and the agent coordinating the case is given full support 
and assistance. 

We are contacting Commissioner Murray of AEC to get an 
exact des~ription of the document in question, its classification, 
when and how it was sent to Pro,fessor Wheeler and why. We will 
ascertain exactly what secu~ity precautions are required and 
whether these have been broken. 

I will also follow this case personally. 

g: '+ r- ~""" .,.,_/1 3. - s· A c. H.~~ ht>c s des /1 1/la.i·~el 

s ~ cJ,~r-les 

- 2-
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' •• - ·- ... _; :ol :!.·~ ~ tl', 

s-;;~"rJ~• JJ lX Rl! ·' xrov - 1 0P S t'Ckilk'Jf '; ... 
' '} ,. 

Mr. •tllla• L. B•rd•~ 
Bz••~llv• Dlr•o•or 

-

.Jotllt Coal-it•• on Aio•lc .En•r111 

I, 
I 

.An eztenstvs 1nv1s~tpct~on ~· alao conduct~d 
In en eJJort to tdent~JY paaaengera occupy£ng 3pace on the 
Pull11lan car oocupt·ed by })r. fhtteler. As a resrd':t oJ Ut(f ,. .· 
''"'"sttgatton1 nll ·bwt Jour .oJ the ,/1/te•n ·paasengero hav~ 
b••n tdenttJted and ·tnterut~lD«d. To dctt, no tntornatlon hoe 
:b••n developed aa to the .locntton o/ the 1daat.no document. 

On Februarg 61 l~5S, nearly a aonth alter the 
l••• t.Da• repor-ted to hcwe 'nv.olvod a escr.~t atomtc energy 
documfni~ Mr. Oordon »eon~ Chairaan oJ th• Aio~~c Ensrgy 
C••ts.tton, a.dulaed that the a~sstny docuaeni con'tafned ·th• •••t recent developaeJ&ts in ·th~rr.on·ucltar dctvtcfUh According 
i• J(r •. Dean, t.hct document IDas hiphly lr.tpcrtant end the poa•eeelon 
•I the 4ocu•ent b~ a Jcr~t,n pow~r ~ould ~•rlou62y cJJ6Ct our 
~ttonal 31curi~U• 

An Agent oJ tAla Bur4aU ha• b~en ·tnstruotld to 
contact ~cur oJJic• Jor add£il~ndl dota oRd lnJoraatlon 
regordtng the conient ond handling oJ ihc ai••'"9 docuwfnt. 
In vtew oJ the htgh Importance plac«d on this docuaent by ihf 
Aioat~ Sntrgy aoaaia•lon1 eu•ru poastblc tnVf4tlgcttu~ dev,cc 
-.~11 .be utilized '" order io locate ·ihe at•~dng docuactnt. 

1 ~121 advl•• ~ou of the per,lnent dev•lopalnt• 
,,. connection wl th our •JJort• -to -l•cat• ·tht• docua4Ua"t. 

Slnoerel~ your•• 

- 2 ·-
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co - JJr. 
The Aptorney General 

LOSS OF' HIGHLY SECRET APO!JIC ,Eli'ERGY. 
DOCU!JENT JJT PROFESSOR JOHN A.C:...WJIEELEB 

... 
·-

JAJIUARY 71 1958 h ~ /. 
:ATOMIC ENEHG"f ACT Trma:r&030t~ ~'1<5/t,'q!} 

cu . !tiW7 -_ ~:: 

Be/erence _is made: to our- memorand~n d~ted _ 
.3ariuary -91 lf}58, addressed to ~h-e Crtmt n_al :O'l v_tst on, and 
the report{;f oj Epe_o:&al 'Jlgen"'i Fran1r· ,r. :tiddy, ·Jr., da-ted 
}'ebruary 4, 19581 W"ashing'ton, J) •. a., .dna 8pectal Agent 
.AJ.elrso Poptantch, a·ated January 23, 19581 _ Ch:lcago, Illtno-&s-.­
ooncerptng 'the loss. ot ·a a~cre.t; dopumen~ by .JJf. · John A. 
Wheeler of Prtncejon Untversttu dp~ January 7~_19~~ 

For your injormatfon, the investigation .oj 
thts matter was initiated as the result ~~-the telephonic 
request ofUr. William ~ord~n, Stat! Dtrector of the Joint 
Oongresstona2 Committee 'On Atomic Energy on Ja~uary 7~ 1953. 
J(r. Borcie.n at; that t~me ciescrtbed the. mtssh1g documen-t as 

- -a summary oJ the .A toill'l.-c 'Energy J?r_ogram and- a h.ts to.ry oJ 
ophe Uanhattan: Bng'&nee'r D~s-tr'Ec_t Progra14. On _February 6, 
1958.1 llr. Gord.~n J?ean, C]latrm.O.n o.f t]1e: A ton'& c EnertJ.Y 
CPnm~saton, aqv~sq~ th~~ ~he ~tsstng document co~tained 
the :~oat· re'cent;-aeve2cip7Jzen·ts .'&n thermonuclear· deJ':&ces:. . 
J!'~'·• JJean .. stated :that th'&s. dooJSmant was h'&ghly Important; and 
the·possesa~on O/ the document by a jore~gn power would 
ser-.tpusly aJfec:t. our- na:ttonal aecur'&ty. · 

·' '· 

.. 
• I 
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personal .tii&d' o:t;her o;/ J$9t.al u:nol~IJ4~'1~ q~· papers i,n .addt tt on 
to clo·bhtng. .Qr• ifheeler .stat~d -t'lu:tt· ho. was unable to .loclf 
i;he .8-ut.tcase sf'f'ce. he ·ha{l n¢ Tr~y. ne stated thctt h~ ·read 
and made notatton~ qn ~he· m~~sf~g .a~c~m¢~t ~htle tn h1» 
?~J.lm.a.n bertlJ on the tra'tn w'h'tch travel~d ftom .Ph~~qd.~lp1du 
to 1ias.1rtng-ton:~ JJ• Q._J .QJ) ,Tanuary .,.,,. ·195[!_. Jle tri;fl~ild the. 
Jollowt~g mo~·~'tng prt or> ~o .. ldnvuw· t4e ,Pu?.lT!ian. 9ar.o a"'i' 
Jtashttigton1 JJ. <li, he oheo~a.i:l t.hq :m.an1l4. ~TJ:'Y.el(lp.e' !.lnd touiJd 
-the 4 ~omt c $n.ergiJ dQ"c::ument m"HH!1 n_g.. .. 

In· an o/tort to locate 1;he dooumeniJ· ~ 1;hor()ug1} 
ae.a.roh WGB nadu oJ t~s Pul.lman oar em JanU<lP.Y 'l~ 19$~~ 
1·nclu~~ng a aearci1 oJ t.H?n,'fia"' hoppel's1 l'i.neru1, z:;as/J'ro9:tn~ .. 
and other· pa1•ta oJ the cqr,. In add~ tt·on., · floor· cov.ert ngs 
liJ¢re romov(Ja, thd Ui1d.t~rccrTt.ttaqo oJ 1ihe dar· was &heo1;,sch ~lid 
the ·l)zrrrounf!tng yard ar¢a wa·a:·e.:camhirJd• The Pullman porter,. 
oo~ducto~,- and other i'atlroad empi'ogeea lDe,-{1 :Jn:uer:u~ewed on 
·'fine. ~am.e date ,but· 'Were unable '*o Jur~tsh tnj.ormp..tton .con• 
cernJng the d()aument. A searq~ was~ .mad~ ol Dr. Whtfeler ts 
}Jome~_· c.ar., csnet o.tJtas at .(Jr·t:t.oe7Jo~~~ -and aearph.ea .t!1er6 
mad~· through trash c.oll~ct~ ons an~ L.oat a~d Found Depar-tm.e'nts 
at junctton potnts .{rom Fr1n.o~ton tD lfa_s/l'&hgton. In add'l-"t1:on1 
:maln-ten.anoei employees,! .eleiJator operat;o7-s1 1tfqot· t)lea~~r~J -
an~ other tncUvtduals who mt.oh't· have -~t~formatt'on oo"Ti¢~rnlriil-

-t.ne· r:fiit~er· were 'i.ntervtew~d.. .An e:ct~nst.ve ~r.veat-&·gattoJi was. 
recta~r.ed In order. 'to ~clent;f,jy passengers ocoupy'&ng·_ apace. 
on thff Pullma_n car· ocoup'ted bY ;or. Wh~eler.. As a re~ul·t ·ot 
the 'nve~ttgat~o.n1 all but tour oJ.the ttftee~ pas$ertger.~ · 
have been '&dsnttt~ed an~ tntervtewed• · · 

- . InJorma'f;ton oonce'l'ntng tht~ mq:tte'r. has been 
turl)tshed t;o Honprab7,'e .Rob,ert Cutle:r:, Adi:d '!&Hrtr~t'£'qe.· 
Ass~~tant to t./l~ .Prebi-dent, and th~f' .t~to11.t.t c Ene:rgu Oomm-&sst on. 

T!H! tn.v.q:rvlj]a..ti on ~~ qon't~n.utng tn qn !Jjfort to 
loc.ctt~ 'th:&a ... ~~cti'm~nt• 

' j .... ~ ... f. ' ' . ''"', \-~ ' 

. , l ~ it • ' ',... \ ., " ;_ 
.ll·r~ v98 ~. . •'' . 

oo .'!f~ l - AJ~t':ta.,n'l! ~"it¥io.,.;eiJ Qen'era~ fBHBfJtMf; *N'LJ P(I.}VJll:mt!fHst:L 
t~r-r.en~ ozntty .IIX · 
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~~Office Memorandum . uNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 

TO : D 1iTf.~··D·iJ ALLINFORMATIONCONTAINED DATE: February 14 1953 
• '/!/~ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , ' 

m.-~:RoM : ~· H. BE 0 DATE 1/fll,foZ av/,IJ3lf11A~frA111/fl5fl/l(!J 
SUBJECT: ~~HIGHLY SECRET ATOllLC..&NEBGI ;:-_ - : 

DOCUJlENTiJY"?ROFES'SO"E JOHN Af:.-WHEEiiER, ~ ~:~ 
..J..ANIJARY 7.,-1:953.: •. 1'1<h0l•-....-_ 

ATOJliC ENERGY ACT 1
'"""---
~"----­~oll:>on•-. 

I briefed Special Agent Charles W. Lyons, ~:.~- -
February 13, 1953, concerning the extreme importance of ~~----
the "information contained in the document lost by ~ 
Professor Y!heeler. I told him of Commissioner Murr.ay 1 s - ~ 
vi-sit to the Director on February' 12, 1953~ t told' him hat ' 
he has been selected to tak,e charge of the inve.stigation to 
locate this document or find out whatmppened to it and that 
absolutely no stone must. be left unturned to ,accomplish t~is. 
I -advised him that he is to -personally coordinate'- and take 
charge of the investigation and· in other than routine· investi­
gation, he is to go to the· scen·e ·in the- i'nvestigatJon and 
participate i~ it. I advised hip7. that lie wi:J.l rec;:etve .full 
cooperation from the office§ ¢oncernet:J, and in order to .insure 
this I wanted to be advised of those off.ices which he will have 
to visit or secure assistance from in ord~r ~ha~ I ~ould call 
the SAO and make sure that the importance ~~ th_is was realized. 

I told SA ~yons that as soon ,as he· and Supervisor 
Dissly have gone over the case and the approp~i~~e cqurse of 
_ac;l;_i,o n_ .has be.en. _dec ide_d __ o.n, h !1 ..... s ho_uld_ p:f.o .c. e. e.. d.,. a_~ o.P..9.e... , .I . 

-aav~sed ·h 'im- iihiit- such. manpower· as --lie neeaecr in-~·-fiolili- waslii.11ifiion 
and other offices would be made available to him. I also advised 
him that what we want is imagination. and thoroughness and 
attention to detail to be sure that every ppssible phase of 
investigation is pursued. I told him that the FBI must find 
the answer to this problem. 

I told him that Professor Wheeler had not been / 
sufficiently interviewed-and that he should be reinterviewed ~ 
td•aecertain his every action from the time he secured the . 
document until he found it was gone. By this I meant every 
step he had taken, persons with whom he had talked, whether he 
had gone home after receiving the document, how he had.gone to 
the train, whe,ther he had called anyone, how long he had been at 
each place, what he did with the document at every step and, 
in fact, his actions should be traced minute by minut~• I told 
him we must regard this as a theft or possible espionage until 
proved otherwise and consequently, Wheeler's.associates at 

AHB, ,.J»Jf) RtcoRoto · ~ r n7--G 7'?-- Y'~ · , -
eo: , . l ~ I tS ,ft;Blll~SSS 
~ 6 :FE1flftffl'531 1 · B~a~ 
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' ' Princ_eton· should be determine~ and who had lmowledg,e· th~t 
he was going to Washington and could .. have tipped off someone 
else; wlio had access to the, document,· who had .a questionable 
backgroun'd at;. Prtnceton; and parttcuJarly, the Matterhorn 
Project. The assoctate wt·th Wheeler on the train _should be 
:f!xplored fu~ly. I poin"{;eiJ; out; that it is most necessary that 
'.the. period be narrowed g.s much as p_oss ible- a? ·to the ti'TTI:e 
,'when the document was. last seen . . to the time tt was known to 
bf! lost;: -tha_t_ t_hi_~ -.Ulf:J!§ {mpQrtant_ as o,ur "efJ:o.ft__~ *Jil! +o-ca'te._ tt· _ 
would be conce~tr.~t~d on thafpe'f'iod"; and' th'is ·t'nformatiion· 
would have to be secured from f'the~ler and coJ!roborated from. 
other possible sources. 

I tol.d lfr. Lyo_ns. tf:r,a:p another aspect of this 
m.~t~er, wnibh~mdst be covered is· whether Atomic Energy s•cu~ity 
regul'a'fions were viol'ated by .. anyone, including. the Jo-int . 
·Congressional Committee on Atomic Energy, the sending of the 
document by mail to Wheeler, ·the handling of t;he document. at 
Princeton and the handling of it by Wheeler and we would want 
this. phas.e covered co,mpletely als.o. I told' him. .t]J.at Bureau 
Li'aison Agents wou-ld-:assist·.h·tm.. ·insofar. as_ .g:f!,t.ting _ i_n.fcn:;!f!.at~.P-~ 
fro·m the Atomic· Ener_gy Commission or the J,oi'T}t Oongressionql 
9om.mittee on Atomic Energy. 

· ~ .:.~. "c:;: · ~, · " ~·:'"':': .":'- -
0 ::.I"--"f:jij'].(f:MrC: J:,yo n·s'!:,t;_hat~ct;h_·e.-_:k.e Y-~:to~ ·-th is::·m.cit1;er..· >:i~.'-:;:.:·:"":'.: 

speed an~· above all, thoroughness. _I told him Ule wanted ~- · 
daily teletype from. the wa·sh ington Field Office and ·any ot.her 
office where there were l~ads outstanding. I -told 4.im. that 
~here was a poss ib~lity, of cou.rse, that the ri'ght~oJ-way would 
have to be. checked over wht:cl!- the tratn tra_veled to see i.f ... 
the document COUld have bee·n lpst from. the train ·While in 
m.otton. I told hi.m thi.s step woitl:d depend on whether it ._was 
~ogtc~l gs i~ wquld be a terrifi.c job. · 

Inasmuch as siO Hood adf!iSed me .on the night of 
February 13 that SA Lyons would be going· t;o Trenton, New Jersey, 
on the morntng ·of February 14 to reinterview Professor- Wheeler, · 
I cal-led SAO J£cKee on the morning of February 14 an5}. i1lstructed 
this matter ·be gi.ven most careful attentto.7J and that the 7:ttmost 
cooperation be afforded SA Lyons. I gdue Mr. McKee the 
necessary briefi.ng without going into detail to i.mpress upon 
him the importance of·this matt~r. 

- 2 -

- If-.,: 



- --~ --

0 

' 

On the morning of Feqruary 14~ we received 
wor~ from Newark that Professor Wheeler was leaving at noon 
February ~4 for Los Alamos and would not be back until ~he 

~·following Thursday. Upon my-instructions~ Liaison contacted 
~t, Commissioner Murray of AEC and told ~im that we considered y. l' \(~ ~t most important that Wheeler be interviewed again at once; 
~,1) _ _ and tha_t if .Wheeler's trip to· Los Alamos was more important~ 

rl -A ·we woula' bow ·to the- wishes. of the Commiss'iol!~-!~ Cp_Tff_m._iss~oner 
') Murray ·called back to advise that Wheeler 1 s tr1,p was bfii,ng 

canceled. Wheeler then called to advise that he would .come 
down to Washington to be i,ntervi,ewed as he would be able to 
make better connections-to Los Alamos from Washington. I 
instructed Washingt.on Ffeld to recontact him and advise him 
that we destred to conduct the interview at Erinceton 'in 
order that we could better trace the steps he took after 
receiving the document; that w~ regretted this personal 
inconvenience; but due to the importance of the investigation 
we desired it this way. Washington F~eld is doing this. 

ACTION: 

1'/e will advise you of further developments. 

- 3 -
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}[ebruary 16; 1953 

MEtv:{.;R~NDUMF...::tR M~. T . .;..LS.::tN 

1 , ·, . Mn. L-APP 
Suhll It,- .~J. ~~ i ::.'I~ M~. NICl-l.Jt.S 

. . 

The .Attorney General sent. for n;e .. tbts alternoon and. 
stated that he b_a.d. adviJ'ed t~_e. Presi9:ent of the co?tcrtts_ .o! ~ur me~~tandu~ ·~. ll'" / 
the JtttQrn~y Oenero.t date<:! .Febrt;tary 13. concerntPS the mi~etng ·document whlch. 
was los't or· sf.9len £rom Profe.sso.r Wheeler whq. was e~. ib~te f~om Princ~ton 
University to Washlngt9J1,· ·rr .. c., on J~nuary 6 and 7. The Att~rney Oen~ral 
st~ted tb~t: :t~~ P~.~sid.e~t w.:u1 copsld~r·ably eonce1•ncd abo.\lt· t.hls matter and 
intended tO see tiia.t proper ·.~ctiQn was taken egain~t anyone wh~ broke the security 
regulations in .connection with the hiuidling ot this :d<)cument. Tbe ·President: die\ 
not und~l"stau~ how .sue~ a ·docum.e~t could be: !~rwai•ded by a Committee of 
Congr«:ss to ~ Professo~ ·employed by ·the lltomi~, :E~ergy. Corn:ni~:sion: I \nforl,l'led- \ 
the Attorney Oencro.l tha~ UQ.de.r ·tbe law o( Congress •. tbe Joint Gon1m1ttee on. 
Atol,71ic E~ergy bad. the right to- tifi~ {9r inf'orfuation and d~cume~ts. from tl~e .Atomic ,, 
Energy ·commission and. to, in fact, ;.conduct ·ceJ;tain luq_uiry ·Qf th~h~ own. - \"' 

. 1 would like t(! l:laye pJ;"epare.d 'for the At~·rn·~y .Oeneral a· 
memoralldum about the auth()rlty .9f tP.e Joint .Commlt~ee 011: Atomic: ltnergy and. 
also tbe~ actual origin and. meth~cl.ot trans~ls,ion q,( the, document in q~estion. 

. "*'~~-.;-• ., :..:..=- ·.::--: · "~ · ..o;T:h.~P)."o:::L:!en.t.aJ.so .d_ehlres~ to· !;'~~~~:'<{.¢• __ tui _soon..~~ q~;- · · 
inves.tJg~tion w~ll enable us to .. preserit ~t,, a- lil5t: p'fjlpcc'fti eeurity reg~~~t.i~ns 

-which. have bceg,·broken abd-~y who~~ ~!ie also wants t\llY suggest on~ pr e 
<:orre.ction of th~ condi_tio~ which )?:r:ought about -the illl;proper handling of this 
particu~nr dbc~ment~ It is the ·intention or the ~resident to personally handle 
this ;nlltter with the J'oin't Committee on Atomic. Ener)}Y .9f Cong~ess. 

. 'I' he· .Att~rney Generai .has asked that we sJJbmit to. him; the 
l\.ttorney General, a daily _report ot our prggress :in, this t:nves~ig~tion in order 
thai' he. may bring the· same. to the attentlon ·o£ the Prf;S)dent, who wants...t~ be kept 
informed d·au! ~tits progress. _ _ ·. .·. '/1.-; /~;9~ ,- {p.?j 

·tot__ .• ~n-cn .. \QJ.tf(A .~ . . 
u.W~ • The At'l\i,~e~tfi.KI ~iJD ~-to· ba.ye co_plca of tb·e 
::::~o .memoranda, which he cannot f~ndn~\l~~?"that were sent: to th~ Depat"t• 
e1•u -_ ment uppn this mattet. other than ·t~~ora'nda· of Ja.liuary ·9 and F"cbrllary 13.: 
:::~a.ve spoken toM~. Belmont and asked him to p:rocure the memoranda and h."tlnS"! 

M.;,. _mit th~m to the .l\tforney General immediately. 
f'N.c'T----. . 

~:. ·. .. ~ ~HT ll'FiOl.f IJ. ~. 
·:r* FEB 241953 'I'W}J._ 9 .. ' sroA_ -

-- J:EH:mpd :P.A7;J! ~ "';"/7 ... a 3 
']Jy .. --~.!tt ... 

. Very truly yours_t 

?f~J9' r 

J~l}n. Edgar ~oove"r ·­
:Director 

. .. 
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Office Memorandum · UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO Mr. Tolson 

FROM L'. B~. Nichols 

SUBJECT: 'LOST DOCUMENT 
JOINT COMMIT~E~ON ATOMIC ENERGY 
PROFESSOR JOHN-WHEE~R~ 

Trao~~ 

Senator Hickenlooper called me late on the afternoo~:~n:.v' ' 

!
of February 17, to advise he had learned only last night of t~~.~ 
m~ssing documents from'Professor Wheeler several weeks ago. He :7;--- 1 
further stated that he saw "Mr. Big., this morning and that the. -
President was very much agitated about this situation; that there 
was a meeting of the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy scheduled 
for Wednesday morning. He was wondering if' there were any devel~ 
ments. a&;~ t? 

I told him there were none that we could talk about. e 
then inquired whether there had been a strict accounting for 
Dr. Wheeler's movements i'rom the time he left Princeton until he 
arrived in Washington. I told him tnt my recollection was that thi 
had been done. · He then inquired whether there was any evidence that 
Dr. Wheeler had been drinking and could have been doped. I told him 
I did not rarcal; that I frankly could not state without checking. 

IHe stated if and when it was possible he would like to talk to me 
Ia bout this • 

I have talked to Mr. Hennrich, who tells me that D:tt-. 

}

Wheeler's movements have been accounted for; that around. 5 o·;:rclock 
on the evening that he came to Washington he went to a friend's 
house, where he did drink one or two glasses of sherry, then had 
dinner and a couple of hours later left i'or Washington; that he t 
three trains before he got to Washington; that a friend of his was 
on the train--a Professor Burger--but that he avoided Burger as he 
wanted to read. 

If approved, I will call Hickenlooper early in the morning 

land tell him I checked and that Wheeler's movements had been 
accounted fgr; that aside from having a drink or two of sherry 
around 5 o' c·lock in the evening there was no evi.dence of drinking 
and that Wheeler denies this; that~ further, we have identified, 
located and interviewed all but five of the people who were on the 
car with Wheeler; that they bought tickets at the last minute and the 
possibility of identifying them is very remote. I will further tell 
the Senator that the letter the Bureau sent to Wit~~-BPfde~, 

, director of the Committee on February 15, gave~ ~ttmmary.~ ~r7~-
l,~.. developments to date. . . c<t.OOROED .. 'Ct ~; · r-·.~~7·. , 
'rt~~ cc: Mr. Ladd 9 ~ ~ ... ~ ~ 4 
1,~~ co: Mr. Belmont , ~u..w ~~·-e •. .:t~Jl,...,; ~ ~ • 

I :~"1-tlr2719~ ~ ~ V., ~~ 
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l{~. .. ~ '~n-~ 

Mt. 'I,a~Y­
~~-. ' wtr--­
Mr. M..hr.-........ 

SAC t•JFO URGENT Mr. w;n~rrcwd-

- OLOSS O.F HIGHLY SECRET ATONIC ENERGY DOCU,NENT BY .PHOFESSO.R. T~;·~~}t~:- -
(,kEELER, PRHICEtoM' UNIVERSITY, JAN. SEVEN FIFTYTHREE, AEA. #Jr~!i.l~~~ 
\~FO, BY SA LYONS OF INVESTIGATION AT PH TODAY. PORTER ROBtRT ~~k 

1 

JONES THOROUGHLY INTERVIE\tJED. RECALLS HHEELER ARRIVING SHORTLY AFTER 

TEN PM ON BETTSVILLE. RECALLS BERGER .ARRlVING ABOUT TttJENTY OR 

THIRTY MINUTES LATER,,, AND ASKING FOR NA~lES OFOTHElR: PASSENGERS, STATING 

HE vJAS LOOKING FOR FRIENDS. RECALLS HHEELER SITTING IN SEAT SIX NEXT - - -'f. -

MORNING. JONES SAID HHEELER TOLD HIM HE_ HISPLACED A LETTER IN HIS 

BERTH JONES SEARCHED ALL LINEN AND AREA OF BERTH. JONES STORY GENERALLY 
~ . 

FJTS PETAI_L_S OF .ivHEELEH A_NP BERGER s:roRitS. JONES. Sf\YS J:{E klADE. A GOOD 

SEARCH BECAUSE HE KNE\v t•JHEELER INTENDED TO REPORT TO PULLMAN I,.OST AND 

FOUND,. AND .}{E DJD N_OT .vJANT PULLMAN. OFFICJALS-TQ F-IN.D· THAT HE_ HAD. NQT 

MADE THOROUGH SEARC H SINCE IT WOULD BE REFLECTION ON HIS EFFICIENCY. 

JONES ~JITH PULLMAN CONPANY IN PH DIVISION SINCE NINETEEN TltJENTY 

CONTINUOUSLY. JONES IS FIFTYSEVEN YEARS OLD AND IS TvJENTYNINTH ON 
0 C) 

~ ~ ROSTER OF PULLMAN PORTERS. SAYS HE HAS TURNED IN LITERALLY THOUSA~DS 
<~ . 
~~ OF IT~S, MANY OF GREAT VALUE. NEVER HAS }{AD ANY/INCIDENT DURING 
3m 
5~ ~ THIRTYTttJO YEARS OF ~PLOYt1ENT \•JHICH t•JOULD REFLECT ON HIS HONESTY OR ' ~ =i INTEGRITY • JONES MARRIED AND HAS 0\INED HIS PRESENT HOME SINCE. 

-~::> 

t!: NINETEEN TWENTYSEVEN , SA'li; IF HE HA,D EVER1 j;ll/'IE.Uc~~TAC , , .. ~ , 
~ w m . . .BEGuf\DRO-Rn I .JJ.J,:- 1tf ;- -· 5 
..o1 ffi ~ tHTH DOCUHENT HE v10UL1J HAVE TURNED 'IT 1N. FEB 

26 
t7 

~ :r; tJ ~ 1953 
, ABBATICCHIO 

'1 

ACK PLS 

5.66Ii~i3"o2 i-~9~~ RD 
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0 Office Memorandum .. 

0-
UNlTED STATES GOVERNMENT 

!-

l 

SUBJECT: 

MR. D. JJ.:;rADD . 
A. H. Bel n 

0- -
OSS OF_ HIGHLY SECRET ATOMIC 

ENERGY UUJlENTJ3--y' -PROFESSOR 
JOHN A.. EEL~ff;_ JANUARY 7, '1.953 
ATOMIC ENE_RGY A_OT 

DATE: Februq,ry 1:-B, _ 195%. 

... /~ 

~ • 1\Q~ 

R_eference is made to memorandum to you dated ~ 
February ~2, 1Q53, in which .it was pointed out -that we were 
contacting O_ommissi oner Murray of the Atomic Energy Oommis_s·i·on · 
t_q_ gf!:f;_ _"j;f(e fJ:J:<:J_ct de_s.cr.ip'j;~ O.'f! o_/ .. th f!._ 4o_qumt}11P _ ~!l- _q_lf,es_t_i on i;, .i_-ts 
cl/~-ss~ficati oii, when and -how it was· sent. to Professor Whe.lder and 
why, ·a:n4. G._lso., what secur·ity precautions. are requireg and iolJ,ether 
'-these were l!.roke!l. - · 

~ 

\\ 

Agent Bates contacted Oo_mmissioner Murray j;his morning 
_and· -Qhe following information was obtained in an.:Jwer to ·"f;he questions: 

1. !'\Exact ~escript~on of docu~ent - This document was 
prepared by ~he Jo~nt Commit-tee and i? not an ~EO 

_ __ doc11.ment.. However, Mr. Jlurrq,y· advised it con-tain_ed 
·6 or 7 pages and was not one complete docum·e71t but 
:w(Ls. composed of. several unre~ated: -pag[Js-.- .}Jr. )Jurray 

-~~commen'ted he· felt the Bureau woul_d ·d_f!sire to obtain 
' q_ copy of the document .[nom the .Joint_ (Jomm:&ttee and 
: i"n the ~vent this could no-p b~ done _j!q_ Jf!."f!. --~_fTTJ. ~k1'191E~ __ 

--- : _.,.. ..£ "- ~. =- ~ +"- ......... -~ ... _ ~ ~ - - ~. - - ~ - .j - - - - - - - - - .,_ 

-2• Classification of dn_cument - '.fh~ do_cument in question 
bore a classificat~on of "~t." Th_is classifica­
tion. was placed- on it by t'M Joint Oommitte.e without 
consulting AEO. It is the feel-ing .of several AEO 
~.Jficials that =the document sho~ld be class:i;fied 
~up 8eo1 e t. . 

3 ·~~'fhen and· holJ!. was di>c7.!-m~nt t}[Jnt . to Professor ~heeler ... 
Murray did not kno~ the date th~ document was se11t 

,· · . to Wheeler. The o_nly information he had was that ity~ 
~ ~·a~.sent through the.mcitls .by· the Jo_int Co'fll:mittee to 

While a -e·r •. . .- · · .. 
. : - ,... ... - - ' 

< ~' 

4. ) Why wq,.s· d'cYcu~ent sen.t to ffheeler - Mr. Murray stated 
. he as.sumed the Joint ·Commj, tte·e sent 'this document to 
' Wh~.~~.er since rh~, ,i,S r.ecqgry;i2,ed as an expert ~n the 

~ · t~~ fi¢la.:.,.gf thermo-n·ttclear d1eve:l'opme.nt. 

5. What secur'ity- pre·cau-ti.ons ·are required - were. any of 
these violated·~~ »r[ Br.yan LaPlante o/ AEO Security 

' Jlf:!),Q~_8ED4'i'J'lL1::i.3 PP ~{I~ 
, ... f£Bill.Witl953 

·5 
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advised that 

Mr. Murray al'so advised that he understood Gordon... Dean, 
Ohairman, AEO, intended to talk to the Joint aommittee immediately. 

J. 

, ,. 

b7E 



- --\ 
r~ .... 
\ 

!olson __ 
U44 __ 

Jllcholo_ 

3tlmont_. 

Clegg __ 

Glavin __ 

llarbo __ 

ftOaen __ _ 

-··-­lau,sh.ltn_ 
IOollr __ 

t'ele.Rm._ 

tiollo=an_ 
cano, __ 

.Zq( .. 

:~~-f ... t~': "!•: -;:r.-r "".7~ ~ .. , 1~~: '"'' ~r ~; ~- --,.) 

l"ehruary J!4, l'iSJ ~;:;~/jiftfi.';~:r;jj,j~-

:.11:;;\-1 .J!UNDU,~J F ~-It MI:<. TuLSA·,. 
::-.-:n.. L~~ OlJ 
MR. I\ilCl-L1.LS 
:\1I!. D~LM. :NT 

Governor Sherman /: d~1ms called me from t"' e '-• hite 
House today and stated he bad a raemoraoclu.m b:o:::n the President in cor."" 
r.teetion with th~ dQcu:ment r.eeentty lost by Pro!easor ·;,heeler~ about which 
Consressman ~·.. Sterlirlg Cole had made a suggestion to the frresident 
with reference to an Lxecutive -.... rdel" refe:rrinv to- the use of the r.1.1.ails in 
transferring certatfl documents. The Governor> iiiti<l the t:;~esideut banded 
him the foltoowin-g m.emorand.umt 

''Here is a letter whlcb makes certain :sugf:t~stiona about tlte 
reelassifiea.tton o£ document•• and about the r.egulattous applyl~ti 
to the baudlir.~ o£ documer:.ta when they are cltutsiUed.. r, Ul you 
please :t"ead Vr .. Cole•s eon:1rx~.unication and have aomeQ:le who 
-cun give us. re.eonune.ndatlons on the poiu.t he rai.aetU. therei'..fter. 
will you noti!y him of what 1• done. t 

Cioven:.ot' ~'dams asked U: it would be agre~:lt·le to rne 
if he sent me thh~ rer1uest and 1 tvld him 1 would be ver~~ glad. to t~y to b.i1t,!Ue 
it fttr him.. 1 stated when he &ent it over 1 thought we would probably "'" a~t t.;; 
talk to the sec-crity people in the .t·.tomic I;.nersy Co:.:nmtss!on, as th~re 
m-p?arently t>C.a friction betwean the Co:mroiasion o.~d the Comn~\ittec. I'hc 
G-:1·v~rn::>r ouid hu waul~1 send 4-n.e t\ t:O'OY of the Cole letter beccuse h~ thou~;ht 
it brou~ht the point Rt issue out ~ little bit ond he n16o thought it \"JC.C r.~ore 
t;er..e:rnl a n:lc.tter than si!4:1?1V rc£errins to th~ l' LC t."!UO:;lti.~Jn; thct hG tbout:.;ht 
it int;ol":ed tho t.Wc of tht:: mnils 1or all .security ir~forrnction. I st:•.tei! I v.oul1;.t 
be very glad to t~ke care o£ thi-s m tte-r t:r.cl send him ;.~. ·reilOl't .. 

Job~l L.d:Jr!.r Hc::tvcr 
Lircc:t<:»r 

--...__·\.~ 




