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m%ig§§?§:5§§E:§55”f§1§§hgpe;j He asked specifically whether
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_ the ‘paper and Wheeler stated he didmnot péf den, sta e /C;l
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Mr. ‘I‘olson \/ DATE:  January 7, 1953‘
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

\‘ll_—

ROS€8 e

inceton University P ) ) ] ea—
;Disappearance of Sepfet Documeng__ ?ﬁtZifﬂd o Mee——

Joint_Cormmittee on- Atomic Eﬁergy

Borden, Staff Director of the Joint Committeef
on Atomig Emergy.,.called. He stated that some time ago the
Joint Committee sent Dr. John Wheeler: of Princeton University,
whom he described as one of the. top atomic energy “gcientists™”
who had been intimbely associated with the program from its.
inception and who was constantly used by the Committee on a. "
&onsultant basis, .a_document-classified.as.sesket by, the. Joint.
Codmmittee. This document was a gummary, from a critical
viewpoint, on how: he.AtomicmEnergxwpnggrammstandsmandmettached

itg..iiz._mere‘.two.;pagesmof;«anwabstract~and~historymof.\,,.the old.

,__D,m:sze;ram..

.

¥

Last night Whéeler go t.on,.a, Pullman to. come to .
,Washin on, He zead the document in his Jower.bexth, placed

i nilla.envelope. This morning, when he woke up, - he’%gy
carried the.envelope.to.the washroom,, He then carried it into,
the Lollset and placed it alongside of him. Heleﬂh_the_hgilexk
and returped to. his berth and realized thagfge had _left the

.envelopé in the toilet. He wen Lo the washroom. .
o

evlreon

c .
ilet. was.gdcupied. ~ He ‘climbed up and nd looked: over the.
A man was gtanding 1n~whe toilet but' apparently the envelope
had not_ beenetpuched. After “the mah left the toilet Dr. Wheeler

retrieved the envelope and then later, after he got off _the train,
examined the envelope and the secret document was missing.

Dr. Uheeler gsearched the berth of the Pullman car, |
went to the 1ost and found department & Uhion Station, then )
.went”to the: offices of the Joint Committee. All of his luggage
was sSéarched with negative results. John Walker and‘former ?
Agent Frank Cotter 1ocated the Pullman car in “the yards and
ragain searched it with negative “pesults. The“conductor :and. ’
. the porter. had already gone on to Richmond. 'They ‘have' the- - A
details of this, along with.a 1list of those who occupied this ‘
particular cars i A .

-~

: . v_concerned. He stated the
.ggper was not 1nsignif1cant and he did not desire: to go into

P

x.had any indication thd :anybody had attemp ted o, 8t eal

-

whoever got the{paper would have considera ingugmation f{
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Memorandum to Mr. Tolson January 7, 1953

_enmatse;_ﬁgn_the_ﬂnmmittee to

: gBureaw, however,.I -
would like to 890,28 1itt1e checking and would call him: back.~

e

Mr. Belmont felt. thi _if the contents oﬂ;ﬁhe*gagwr

related to.the. securit of‘theecountry whether we, had’ junis-
ction or not. we,ghouldmintenyiem;ﬁheﬁlﬁn,and,cgeck into 1t enﬁ

should be -governed by*the ﬁegree of importance of the paper.

»_checking with the Director, I advisedsmr.zBelm gg
that he_.ghould: have Agents from the field office contact 7heeI%r
at Borden's office and that it is the DirectOr's*de ireﬁweicheck
into this. I_then-called.Borden and told him we would have an
Agent .come down immediately, purely as a matter of cooperation
with the Committee. I inquired again whether the. paper, for
example, gave specifics as o numbers and products on hand. He
stated it did not give this; that it was like some of the top.

et material the Alsops had been publishing. He was -very’
grate ul,. - "
M




: MR. LADD DATE: Jcnuary 7, 1953

FkoM : A. He B%

SUBJECT . A ”‘Y/ o
* LUSS™OF érA‘SSIFfED ATOMIC ENERGY DOCUMENT, 1/7/53 :wv—
“ATOMIC ENERGY ACT ——
) ’ o :::;a‘___
2 J—
Based on information furnished by Mr. Nichols, Sode. Kota__
I called ASAC H. B. Fletcher, of the Washington Field —
Office, shortly after noon today to advise him that i
. Williagm. Borden, Staff Director of theé Joint Commission on
Atomic Energy, had called the Bureau to report the
Jollowing:
The Joint Commission on Atomic Energy sent a document
*i% classified "sgxdet! to Dr. John Wheeler, of Princeton University,

one of the top scientists in the atomic energi\ field who has
been active as a consultant for a numbder of] yearse. This

. -document summarized the atomic energy program to date. Dr.
‘ Wheeler came to Washington last night, January § by pullman.
~ In his berth he read the document which he had in an envelope

along with other documents, and according to his recollectzon,
placed. the document back in the envelope. This morning he
’x went to the men'’s room in ﬁhe pullman car and inadvertently.
left the envelope in the men's room. -Realizing_ this, he went. .
baclk to the men.!s room:and:found: it-to- be accupzed. “He looked
e g?»ﬂ ‘over-the" partztzon ‘and saw the envelope. After ‘the occupant
K left, he recovered the envelope. Subsequently, he looked
;Qf into the envelope and- found that the secret document was
é ‘

{'«
{

missSinge
* The Joint Atomic Energy Commission is causing a.

search o ‘be made: of the train .and has a lzst of the passengers

on the.car. Mr. Borden solicited the Bureau's assistance in

recovering the documenth ‘as.~the Gommzsszon is gréatly concerned

over i%s Idss. ' PRI

A F told Mr. -Fletgcher that despite the fact that

there was ‘extreme carelessness and negligence in the handling
of this document both: by Dr.e Wheeler and jthe Joint Commission
on Atomzc Energy, an Agent “§Hould proceed|at once to the
office of‘Mr.rBorden where Dr. Wheeler wag abailable for
znbervzew, that Agents should get the facys of the matter
and pin down exactly‘what'had happehned: and launch .an investiga-
tion in an attempt to recover the docu ni, I %old him thzs

should be handled at once.E BDED"?’O’ ZZZ—/ /37 g
i 6@:@1 28 1953 ~ E‘ 5 AN 14 1853
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD

.4'1; 3:00 pm, SAC Hood, of the Washington Field
O,ffzce, advised that Professor Whéeler has been interviewed
by Agents .and the Agents are pursuing the investigation:
diligently in an attempt to locate 'l;he document.

- o - e
v
® 3
Py E
- . P
- N X ok g oo R .z:.i B e Eunatackalien
P SN e i e S K T A T =
e . e
B
P




d

Oﬂice Memorandym « ONITED STATES GOVERNMENT

P e . B I e e e -
f T ! - 2 } o L A P ) N S e — T e gt
] - t — PR o
) _ -STANDARD FORM NO, 84 2 - %
.
)

TO 2 YR, A. H. BELUONT.

?jyﬁ'JUnuary 8, 1953
\YA

/ ,
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FROM : MRNC. E. HE

SUBJECT: , 2HLY. TIVE DOCUMENT Z
“BY_PROFESSQR_JOHN WTHEELER ON JANUARY 7, 1953; GM’ e
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT. ' T /3, T i
o
Supervisor Charles Lyons of the WFO advised e <
on the morning of January 8 that the WFO has been -

informed by the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy
they do not intend to notify the Atomic Energy
Commission regarding the loss -of the document in
question, They have, however, placed no
restrictions on the FBI in this connection.

RECOMMENDATION:

Tt is recommended “that the FBI notify both
the Attorney General and the Atomic Energy Commission
concerning the loss of this document, since it has

Pl

e come to our notice, we are conducting investigation, %
' " and it is a matter regarding which the Attorney General J
m and the Atomic Energy Commission should bé cognizante 4

*n§ JZQ// ;
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ALL INFORMATION CO}\JTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED | : 5
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%\ b » } M, Tolson ..
~ : FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST;
f/ UNITED STATES Df

ALL INFORMAT!ON CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIF&ED
'DATE c&

'i\zansmlt the followmg Teletype message 10!

Mr. Tracy

Mrx. Mohr.

Mr. Winterrowd..
Tele. Room.
Holloman......

ILGHLY SENSITIVE..DOGH BY PROFESSOR JOHN A,
WHEELER JANUARY SEVEN, NINETE

I

FIF’L‘Y THREE, ATOMIC

\
ENERGY ACT. RE TELEPHONE CALL EROM SA CHARLES LYON, v “87
WASHINGTON FIELD TO RICHMOND, JANUARY SEVEN. MRS. ROSALYE
BRYAN, PULLMAN COMPANY OFFICE, RICHMOND, ADVISED DIAGRAM

%j
FOR PULLMAN CAR ONE ZERO ONE FOR NIGHT OF JANUARY SIX ’ 7 ,j
DASH SEVEN WAS MATLED TO PULLMAN COMPANY, EIGHT FOUR FIVE {
SOUTH WABASH, CHICAGO, AT CLOSE OF BUSINESS, JANUARY SEVEN. 1
MRS. BRYAN ADVISED GAVE DATA APPEARING ON DIAGRAM TO AEC 3;

INVESTIGATOR BY TELEPHONE AND HER RECOLLECTION WAS THAT

m[_,(ﬁ L. In A “(/b

A o Dbyt

DIAGRAM SHOWED LOWERS ONE.AND IWELVE WERE NOT OCCUPIED,

ONLY ONE UPPER WAS OCCUPIED AND THAT BY A SINGLE OCCUPANT
'ﬁ?‘a
AS A SECTION. ALSO THAT DIAGRAM LIS‘I‘EDT’;OCGUPAN‘I‘S BY

TICKET NUMBERS, C:ODE NUMBERS AND POSSIBLY ONE OR TWO NAMES

" NOT READABLE. CODE NUMBERS REPORTEILY REFER TO STATIONS

"

MAKING RESERVATIONS BY CALLING PHILATELPHIA. MRS. BRYAN

i

STATED SHE WAS UNABLE TO DECIPHER SOME OF THE CODE NUMBERS
AND SAME COULD BE DECIPHERED AT PHILADELPHIA TICKET OFFICE

END OF PAGE NE - “‘,é%‘)m-\?ﬁl[lr / 3 ? 7 - 0‘2.1

i ot d

W

Tl

63 JAN 20 f053F /D u ARSIy

Approved: YUA . .. Sent =~ M. .Per

§p%}>1al Agent in Charge j
LA
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S~ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

- " . P WV - o

Transmit the followingﬂTeletype message to:

PAGE TWO ’

WHERE DIAGIiAM PREPARED AS ENTIRE CAR ASSIGNED TO PHILADEL+
PHIA, ROY C. smnovﬁ, TWO EIGHT TWO EIGHT NORTH AVENUE, RICH-
MOND, WAS PULLMAN CONDUCTOR ON PENNSYLVANIA TRAIN ONE ZERO
ONE, NEW YORK TO WASHINGTON ON NIGHT IN QUESTION, HE AD-
VISED TRAIN PICKED UP CAR ONE ZERO ONE, PHILATELPHIA TO
WASngTbN, AND ANOTHER.CAR, NEW YORK TO MEMPHIS, UPON
ARRIVAL AT PHILAIELPHIA AT TWO TWENTY A.M. CARS WERE
SPOTTED AT PHILAELEHIA AND OPENED FOR OCCUPANCY AT TEN
P.M. TRAIN LEFT PHILATELPHIA TWO FORTY-THREE :&.M. AND
ARRIVED WASHINGTON FIVE FIFTEEN A.M. CAR ONE ZERO ONE,
PHILATELPHIA TO WASHINGTON, AND NEW YORK TO MEMPHIS CAR SET
OUT "IN WASHINGTON AND SUBJECT TO -OCCUPANCY UNTIL-EIGHT A.M.
STROUD STATED AFTER LEAVING PHILATELPHIA HE AND TRAINMAN
PROCEEDED TO CAR ONE ZERO ONE WHERE HE PICKED UP PAPERS AND
DIAGRAMS FROM TOWEL RACK IN SMOKING ROOM, SOLD LOWER THREE
TO A MAN, THEN HE AND TRAINMAN RETURNED TO ANOTHER CAR TO
COMPLETE PAPER VWORK; THAT HE AND TRAINMAN REMAINED IN OTHER
CAR UNTIL ARRIVAL IN WASHINGTON WHERE HE LEFT TRAIN AND. '
BOARDED R.i“. & P, TRAIN TO RICHMOND, ©DID NOT REENTER CAR
ONE ZERO ONE. ALL OCCUPANTS OF CAR ONE ZERO ONE WERE ASLEEP
END PAGE TWO

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge

i

I~
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g FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

- " > = - ma =

Transmit the following Teletype message to:
PAGE THREE
WHEN HE ENTERED CAR AND WHEN HE LEFT TRAIN. PORTER WAS
AVAKE HOWEVER., STATES SAW NO PAPERS IN SMOKING ROOM OF
ONE ZERO ONE AND THAT ENVELOPE HE PICKED UP ACTUALLY CON-
TAI&ED‘TICK;TS AND OTHER MISCELLANEOUS. PAPERS wgqu‘HE_wghgpb
ON TRAIN. STROUD ADVISED MAN TO WHOM'HE SOLD LOWER THREE
IN CAR ONE ZERO ONE HAD BOARDED TRAIN AT TRENTON OR ELIZABETH,
NEW JERSEY WITH FIRST CLASS TICKET AND CHAIR CAR SEAT TICKET
STATING HE HAD MISSED EARLIER TRAIN, AND ASKED FOR LOWER IN
CAR TO BE SET OUT AT WASHINGTON WITHOUT DESIGNATING WHICH
CAR., MAN NOT CONSITERED SUSPICIOUS OR ENDEAVORING TO. ENTER
GAR ONE ZERO ONE AND WAS STILL IN SMOKING ‘ROOM WHEN STROUD
AND TRA;NMAﬁ LEFT. STROUD OF OPINION PHILADELPHIA TICKET
OFFICE HAS PINK PAPER COPY OF TTAGRAM FOR CAR ONE ZERO ONE,
STATES DID NOT KNOW OF LOSS OF PAPERS UNTIL ARRIVAL, RICHMOND
AND QUESTIONED BY MRS. BRYAN. RUC

JOHNSON |

I'4
BLD:TEC . K)uﬂ, 'l <
te ‘

117-17
REGULAR MAIL

Approved: : : Sent___-.... M Per,
Special Agent in Charge

S
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——— e~




. .c:- . N | ‘ }’, " ,,;Mﬂ. -
:sfmt}ogommﬂ . b) ", é\“ [

0]%06 Mem(/(“WYLJ%m . UNITEDw,_.,___;S GOVERNMENT

o Mzx. Tolson , DATE: ¥ ebruﬁ.ry 9, 1953

" AL INFORMATION CONTAINED /A
FROM  : HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED f‘
SUBJECT :

LOSS OF CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS
JOINT COMMITTEE ON ATOMIC ENERGY

You will recall we recently investigated ‘the loss of . 62«
heeler of Princeton ‘

lcertain documents in the ‘possession of Dr. Joh

University. Today, William Borden, Staff Director of the Joint
Committee, called to inquire how we were getting along. I ‘told "hi
to date the results had been negative, but that we were still working
-on it. ’ ‘

1
%

Borden stated the whole thing was a mystery to him
-and: was incomprehensible. He did express the hope that in due time

hen we had completed our investigation we would either get him a
copy of the report ox would advise him what had been done.

R X think in -due time we should send a letter to Bo:gifex:x F
- |summarizing the investigation. T

M
! b, &
5 k)
-
A )

1 cc: Mr. Ladd’
+ Mr. Belmont

LBN:MP

¢
4

| n ) 3H
00-0304033Y I.Z../..? Mﬁﬁf / |

A, 5 FEBIR016%2
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{of course, at variance with the original information we received,
I told him that it is imperative that this document be located a
nt

s'rANDARD FORM no.J64

Oﬁice Memmzmdzmz
TO : De. M. LADD g)}"

FROM A. He. BELM

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DATE: February 12, 1953

L0SS OF HFGHLY SECRET ATOMIC BNERCY

DOCUMENT BY " PROFESSOR JOHN'A&JVHEEZER

JANVERY 7, 19583 0‘/
ATOMTC ENERGY ACT ;;;.7/

At 6:30 P.M. on February 12, 1953, SAC Hood came over
Srom the Washzngton Field Office at my reguest concerning this
case. I told him in substance the nature of the information
contained in the document lost by Professor Wheeler which is,

SUBJECT:

Fele. HO0S__

%

and until it is located we must take the attitude that the docume
was stolen and turned over to the wrong hands. I aedvised him that
this case is to be handled as a Special and that he should pick his

best investigator to handle the case as a Special. This Special
Adgent is to coordinate the investigation and participate in any
important investigation or interviews regardless of the location.
He is to be provided all necessary assistance in the way of man
power both in Washington, D. C., and elsewhere,

I told Mr. Hood that the investigation must include a
complete breakdown of every movement and activity of Professor
Wheeler from the time he obtained the document in question until

e discovered its loss, in order that we may pin point exactly
hat has happeneds His associations at Princeton must be
explored, any persons he contacted, the servants at his house,

any telephone calls he madey

in fact, every movement he made must

be accounted for.

I told Hood that the agents will have to dig

in an get all possible information until this case is solved. Mr.

Hood will give me the identity of the agent on the morning of

February 13, 1953, after which I will brief the agent. The agent

and Supervisor Dissly will go over the case in complete dedail .
separately jfor leads and then will hold a conference to have a /
meeting of the minds as to the immediate steps to be taken, This

will be done on February 13, 1953. Supervisor Dissly is presently /

going over the file,
: - ".'*::*"Tﬂ — .fi.ilé
- -qaaaos® [ - 12 J
09 . FEBI20 1958

AHB: je:
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ALL INFORMATION CONTA NED

HEREIN}S e LASLE;E{) " Emlm%ﬁ

DATE 4,

B 6 FEB 271953




I told Mr. Hood that I will personally alert the SACs
in other offices to insure that this matter is handled as a
Special and the agent coordinating the case is given full support

and assistance.

We are contacting Commissioner Murray of AEC to get an
exact description of the document in question, its classification,
when and how i1t was sent to Professor Wheeler and why. We will
ascertain exactly what security precautions are required and
whether these have been broken.

I will also Sfollow this case personallye.

é:q{,’am "“"‘/}31 - SAC Heod has c/és/}naf’e’qf?

SA Charlss . Lyous ,
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e Mre Willtam L. Borden
g% Ezecuttue Director

. Joitnt Committee on Atomic.inergy
Us Se Cap¥.tol Butlding
Yaskington, D. C»

¥ .w Dear lir. Borden:

Regarding your conversation with Mr. L. Be
Nichols of this Bureau on Jebruary 9, 19538, I would like to
Jurnish you with the following summary of our tnvestigation
tnto the loss of a highly secret atomic energy document by
Professor John A. Wheeler on January 7, 1953. An extensgtve
o and thorough investigation was immedtately conducted by
¥ this Bureau on the basis of your telephonic request Jor an
" $tnvestigation on January 7, 1953. |

S In addition to the thorough sedrch of the
Pullman car which was made In conjunction with menmders of your
® Staff on January 7, 1953, extensive investigation has been
- oonducted. Interviews have been conducted wiih railroad
& employsas. A thorough search was made of trash collections
N ond lost and found depariments at junotion points on the
v route token dy Dr. Wheeler from Princeton to #ashingion.
e Maintenance employees, elesuvator operators, track cleaners,
B and other tndividualy who night have had information concerning
% - the matter were interviewed on January 7 and 8, 1958. On the
; return of Dr. ¥heeler to Princeton Untuersity on the evening
W of Jaonuary 7, 1953, he was reinterviewed in detatl as to his
RRad movements during the pertinent pertod. WFith his cooperation,
¥ 'a aearch was made of his home and cor and his office at
Princeton Untversity was searched on the following day, -,

January 8, 1958, o o




. e

Mr. ¥illtom L. Borden
Ezecubive Director
Jotnt Comnittee on Atomic Energy

! §

An extensive investipation was also conducted
in an effort to identify passengers occupying space on the
Pullman car occupied dy Dr. Yheeler. As o result of ihe
tnvesitgaiton, all but four of the fifieen pcssengers have
been identified and intervicwed. To date, no information has
besn developed as to the location of the missing document.

On Fedruary 6, 1958, nearly o month after the
A lose was reported to have involved a edcret atonlc aensrgy
SR docunment, Mr. Gordon Dean, fhairman of the Aionic Energy
b Commission, adviszed that the miasing document contained the
most recant developments in thermonuclear devices. According
40 Mr. Dlean, the document was highly tnporiant and the possesafon
of the document dy a foreign power would aertiously cffect our
sational security.

An Agent of thia Burecu has been insiruoted to
contcct your office for additional daeta and Information
regarding the content and handling of the miassing docunent.
In view of the high importance placad on thats document by the
Atomioc Znergy Commission, every possible invesiigative device
will de utilized in order $o locate the missing document.

I will advise you of the pertinent developments
tn connection with our efforts to lecate this document,

Stncerely yours,

o
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) cc = Ur. Belmon’b;‘, R
J#L The Attorney @enéral Februapy 18, 1953
47&' ] . o ) ) ‘ .
4 . Director, FBI PERGONIE AN CONPIDENGTAE

LOSS OF HIGHLY SECRET ATCYIC ENERGY
DOCUMENT BY PROFESSOR JOHN_AS-¥HEELER

JANUARY 7, 1953
ATONIC BNERGY ACT 3 Y »-‘mm 5-160307 aa@ﬂksﬂ/eﬁ
YIEY)

Reference is made to our memorandum dated
January 9, 1958, addressed to the Criminal Division, dnd
the reporits of Special Agent Frank J. Liddy, Jr., dated
February 4, 1953, Kashington, D. C., 4nd Special Agent
Alekso Poptanich, dated J’amzary 23, 1953, Chicago, Illinotsy
concerning the 1os8s of o secret document by D¥. John A.
Fheeler of Princeton University dy January 7, 1953.

For your informaiion, the investiga-bion of

this natter was inttiated as the result of the telephonic
request of Mr. William Borden, Staff Director of the Joint
Congressional Comnitiee :on Atonic Energy on January 7, 1953.
Mr. Borden at that time described the missing docunment as

" a summary of the Atomic Energy Program and a history of
the Manhattan Engineer District Program. On February 6,
1953, Ur. Gordon Dean, Chairnan of the Atonic Energy
commission, advised that the missing document contained
the most recent developments in thermonuclear devices.
Ur. Dean stated that this document was highly important and
the posseasion of ithe document by a [foreign power would
seriously affect our national security.

With regard to the circumsitances surrounding the
Ioss of the document, Dre. John A. Wheeler stated that the
docunent bearing ¢ secret classtj’tcatton was sent o6 hin
by matl by Ur. John S. Walkeér of the Joint Congressional
Atomic Energy Staff for Dr. Wheeler's situdy and g\garks.

reityy i -

Dre Wheeler stated that he signed the document of the
depository ot ”.Pro.;ec-b Natterhorn,” Pri ncetocg I}htug
soteen - at 4:80 P.ll., OB Jonuary 6, 1953. He s-b i
- placed the missing document together % an éher aecrg-b
'*::'—--L document pertaining to Naval Research?n cmtla: gnve.‘iope
_,:“‘ — “which he placed in a smell. auernight ‘"‘}w q.88. go»z‘,\'t\:z ning
e — RECOREED-Z( l [T L5488 u?z I
— X¥D:ene | ~ EEB E% “)gﬁ f : -;';,.l,}
hun!w-—z;) ] i ’ % i .
——— ‘ FAESSECT j} ,"g&t’f\
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peraonal &nd other offtcial unclossified popera in addition
tb clothing. .Dr. ifheeler sbated that he was unable to lock
the guitease stpncg he had ne key. He statéd that he read
and made notatione an the missing docment while in his
Pullmon berth on the train which irdveled from Philadelphia
o Fashingtan, D C.;5 oh Japuary 7, 1953, e stated the
Jollowing morning prior to lésvihg the Pullnan car a¥ ,
Hashington, Us (i, he checked the-manila enuvelupe and jound
the Atomic Energy ddcument migaing.. '

In an efifort to locaté the dooument a thorough
search was nade of the Pullman car an Januapry 7, 1953,
tncluding a search of vents, hoppers, Iinens, washroom,
and other parts of the car, In addition, floor coverings
were removed, the vadercorriage of the cor was checked, and
the surrounding yord aréa wes examineds Ihe Pullman porier,
conductory and other railroad employees were ¥Interviewed on
the scne date but were unable to furnish information con~
cerning the document. A search was made of Dr. Wheeler's
homey car, and office at Frindebon, and sedrches were
ndde through trash collections and Loset and Found Depariments
at junction points from Frinceiton to Washington. In addiiiong
maintenance employses, elevator operators, trock cleaners, ‘
and other individuals who might have information concerning

-the' matter were Interviewed. 4An extensive tnvestigation was

required in order ‘to idenitijy pdssengers ocoupying space.

on the Pullman car occupied by Lr. Wheeler. As a result of
the investigation, all but four of the fifteen pasgengers
have been ideni¥i fied and intervieweds

o Information concerning this matier has been
Jurnished to Honorable Robert Cutler, Adninistrative
Assigtant to ‘the Fresident, and the Atomic Energy Cammission.

The inyestigation is doptinuing in an effort to
locate this doctment. ‘
? ‘ ww‘v g;:x +

117-1398 on T '(:"‘\ .
by PRRSON ATt NI T PP D E ko],
co = 1 - Adsistant Attorney General ° AL Bl LRASLIRES
Warren- Olney IIT
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’__ Oﬂi()@ Memomﬂd%m e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
paTe J21]07 v Lo3AuC|Thm|KsR et

: TOLNSt

SUBJECT: J,0SS OF HIGHLY SECRET ATOMIC ENERGY : e
DOCUMENT BY PROFESSOR JOHN AS—WHEELER, / o
JANUARY 72,9532 . \ Bierals
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT ﬁ::::

I briefed Special Agent Chdrles W. Lyons, Ve

56 FEBTeiss " : B

February 13, 1953, concernwng the extreme importance of e
the %nformaﬂzon contained in the document lost by

Professor Kheeler. I told him of Commissioner Murray's v/ e
vigsit to the Director on February 12, 1953. I told him that

he has been selected to take charge qf the investigation to
locate this document or find out whaot lnppened to it and that
absolutely no stone must be left unturned to accomplish this.

I -advised him that he is to personally coordinate and take
charge of the investigation and in other thaen routine investi-
gation, he is to go to the scéne 'in the investigation and
participate in it. I adviséd him that he will receive jull
cooperation from the officeg concerned and in order to insure
this I wanted to be advised of those offices which he will have
to visit or secure assistance from in order that I could call
the SAC and make suyre that the importance of thzs was realized.

I told SA Lyons that as soon .es he and Supervisor
Dissly have gone over the case and the approprzate course of
action has been decided on, he.should proceed at once. I
“advised him that such manpower as he néeded in both Wushzngton
and other offices would be made available to him. I also advised
him that what we want is imagination and thoroughness and
attention to detail to be sure that every possible phase of
investigation is pursued. I told him that the FBI must find
the answer to this problem. 1

I told him that Professor Wheeler had not been /Ag//

sufficiently interviewed- and that he should be reinterviewed
torascertain his every action from the time he secured the
document until he found it was gone. By this I meant every

step he had taken, persons with whom he had talked, whether he
had gone home after receiving the document, how he had gone to
the train, whether he had called anyone, how long he had been at
each place, what he did with the document at every step and,

in fact, his actions should be traced minute by minute, I told
him we must regard this as a theft or posszble espionage until
proved otherwise and consequently, Wheeler's associates at

aiperoded pecoROE-B | 17-(3T7~ L
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Princeton should be determined and who had knowledge that

he was going to Washington and could. have tipped off someone
else; who had access to the document; who had .a questionable
background at Princeton; and partzcularly, the Matterhorn
Project, The associate with Wheeler on the train should be
explored fully. I pointed out that it is most necessary that
“the, period be narrowed as much as possible as ‘to the time
when the document was last seen to the time it was known to
be lost; that this was zmportant as our efforts to locate it
would be concentrated on that period; and This znformatzon
would havé to be secured from Wheeler and corroborated from
other possible sources.

I told Ur. Lyons, that another aspect of this
matter, which' mist be covered ‘is-whether Atomic Energy security
regulafions were violated by .anyone, including the Joint
‘Congressional Committée on Atomic Energy, the sending of the
document by mail to Wheeler, the handling of the document at
Princeton and the handling of it by ifheeler and we would want
this phase covered completely also. I told him that Bureau

- Liaison Agents would -assist him. insofar as. gettzng information

from the Atomic Energy Commission or the Joint Congressional
Committee on Atomic Energy.

R

CTlenE SR ITUHe1d Mrd Lyons® that:the. ‘key=-to. this-matter 48z w. -

speed and above all, thoroughness. I told hin we wanted a
daily teletype from the Washington Field 0ffice and any other
office where there were leads outstanding. I told him that
there was a possibility, of course, that thé right-of-way would
have to be checked over which the train traveled to see if

the document could have been lost from the train while in
motion. I told him this step would depend on whether it was

logical as it would be a terrific job.

Tnasmuch as SAC Hood advised me on the night of
February 13 that SA Lyons would be going to Trenton, New Jersey,
on the morning of February 14 to reinterview Professor lheeler, -
I called SAC McKee on the morning of February 14 and instructed
this matter 'be given most careful attention and that the utmost
cooperation be afforded SA Lyons. I gave.Mr..MCKee the
necessary briefing without going into detail to impress upon
him the importance of this matter.

-2 -




On the morning of February 14, we received
word from Newark that Professor Wheeler was leaving at noon
February 14 for Los Alamos and would not be back until the
SJollowing Thursday. Upon my instructions, Liaison contacted
Commissioner Murray of AEC and told him that we considered
it most important that Wheeler be interviewed again at once;

__and that if Wheeler's trip to Los Alamos was more important,

wé would bow to the wishes of the Gommzsszoner. Commissioner
Murray called back to advise that Wheeler's trip was bezng
canceled., Itheeler then called to advise that he would come
down to Washington to be interviewed as he would be able to
make better connections to Los Alamos from Washington. I
instructed Washington Field to recontact him and advise him
that we desired to conduct the interview at Brinceton in
order that we could better trace the steps he took after
recezvzng the document; that we regretted this personal
inconvenience; but due to the importance of the investigation

we desired zt this way. Washington Field is doing this.

ACTION:

We wzll advise you of further developments, ‘

- o . , B Ty
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| mev_4wo memoranda, which he cannot find ﬁgﬁp s; that were sent to the Depart~
10

MEMSEANDUM. FGR MR, ToLSON
Yp (-T‘ ‘4 * MR- Lﬁnn
VT P

The Attorrey General sent for me this afternoon and
stated that he had advised the President of the conterits of our memorandum to {f'
the Attorney Geéneral dated February 13, concerning the missing document which
was lost or stolen fromi Professor Wheeler who was en route from Princeton
University to Washington, Ir. C:, on January 6 and 7. The Attorney General
stated that the President was considerably concerned about this méatter and
intended tb sce that proper action was taken against anyohe who broke the sccurity
regulations in connection with thie handling of this doéument. The President did
not understaud how such, a document could be forwarded by a Committee of
Congress to & Professor employed by the Atomtic Energy Commission. I informed
the Attorney General that under the law of Congress, the Joint Committee on
Atomic Energy bad the right to ask for information and documents Irom the Atomic
Energy Commission and to, in fact, conduct cézrtain inquiry of their own. -

, 1 would like t6 haye prépared for the Attorney General a
memorandum about the authority of the Joint Commitiee on: Atomic Energy and
dlso the dctual origin and niethod of transmission of the document in queation:

-

T SR S e SuT L T Dl Prosident also desires- to-receive, ns scofas gur - - -
investigation will enable us to.present it; a list 6f specificiecurity regulations

“which have beern broken ahd by whom. He also wants any suggestions IoF the
correction 6f the condition which brought about the improper handling of this
particular document, It is the intention of the President to personally handle
this matter with the Joint Committée on Atomic Energy of Congress.

_The Attorney General has asked that we submit to him; the
2ttorney Géneral, a daily réport of bur progress in this investigation in order
that he may bring the same to the attention of the President who wants. to be kept

informed daily of its progress. - y 7/ / s ? gr é ?
— - The At%g@@ﬁ%%%l( 't'ﬁé {i&33to have coples of the

o fi€nt upon this matter, other than ‘t@ randa of January 9 and Fébruary 13,
ame—i-have spoken to Mr. Belmont and asked him to procure the memoranda and trans-
me_ it them to the Attorney General immediately.

:::.:w—-—m“_"_ﬂ N) - » Very truly yours,

p— ’ SENT FROI B, @, i 9. £ K

“ Mol n,,!_,:_ f . 2 B A 3 Inls A ” s
, m@{_ FEB24 19313? ﬁ"uﬂ:z ,‘foﬂ, : , John Edgar Hoover
, "JEH:mpd ' (]_”g'z " ?’i’ﬁ 33 Lirector
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Oﬁ%e Memomnd%m e« UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO 3 .
Mr. Tolson ALL 1D ragmqnoucmNTANEq

FROM : L, B, Nichols HEREIN S YNCLASSIE Sy B it f ‘
bbb oty s
L S

foe

ATE:  PFebruary 17, 1953 \
§

SUBJECT:  'LOST DOCUMENT ’
JOINT COMMITTEE,ON ATOMIC ENERGY
PROFESSOR JOHN-WHEELER_

Senator Hickenlooper called me late on the afternoggggﬁﬁﬁzl
of PFebruary 17, to advigse he had learned only la8t night of tHe
missing documents from’ Professor Wheeler several weeks ago. He [
further stated that he saw "Mr. Big" this morning and that the
President was very much agitated about this situation; that there
was a meeting of the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy scheduled
for Wednesday morning. He was wondering if there were any devel

ments, “Qj§f

I told him there were none that we could talk about,
then inquired whether there had been a strict accounting for
Dr. Wheeler's movements from the time he left Princeton until he .
arrived in Washington. I told him thd my recollection was that thi
had been done. He then inquired whether there was any evidence that
Dr., Wheeler had been drinking and could have been doped. I told him
I did not recall; that I frankly could not state without checking.
He stated if and when 1t was p0351ble he would like to talk to me
about this.

X I have talked to Mr., Hennrich, who tells me that D,
Wheeler's movements have been accounted for; that around 5 oiclock
on the evening that he came t0 Washington he went to a friend's
house, where he did drink one or two glasses of sherry, then had -
dinner and a couple of hours later left for Washington; that he took
three trains before he got to Washington; that a friend of his was
on the train--a Professor Burger--but that he avoided Burger as he f
wanted to read. ,

Mo, Roox

If approved, I will call Hickenlooper early in the morning
and tell him I checked and that Wheeler's movements had been
accounted for; that aside from having a drink or two of sherry
around 5 oteclock in the evening there was no evidence of drinking
and that Wheeler denies this; that, further, we have identified, .
located and interviewed all but five of the people who were on the
car with Wheeler; that they bought tickets at the last minubte and the§
possibility of identifying them is very remote. I will further tell

the Senator that the letter the Bureau sent to Wil q§§, staf
director of the Committee on February 15, gave s r - e/%€§§~M
b "g

developments to date. KECORDED - :ijw
[ e

ce: Mr, Ladd 9 agdmﬁﬁjr %4L~MMJ4L Wt ﬁbﬂ~@”“”

cc° Mr. Belmont . P IR ,L-Q“,Q(”'Q’ M
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTI(
1, S. DEPARTMENT OF JUS]?

COMMUNICATIONS SECT

FEB 23
TELETYPE
2-23-53 P
DIRECTOR AND SAC WFO URGENT ; Mr, Winterrowd..

) 0 ) , Tele. Rocmie. -

LOSS OF HIGHLY SECRET ATOMIC ENERGY DOCUMENT BY qupEssqg“gﬁkE“““”“”
(éﬁEgLER, PRINCETON UNIVERSITY, JAN. SEVEN FIFTYTHREE, AEA. ﬂﬁﬂ
WFO, BY SA LYONS OF INVESTIGATION AT PH TODAY. PORTER ROBERT 252%?
JONES THOROUGHLY INTERVIEWED. RECALLS WHEELER ARRIVING SHORTLY AFTER

TEN PM ON BETTSVILLE. RECALLS BERGER ARRIVING ABOUT TWENTY OR

THIRTY MINUTES LATER, AND ASKING FOR NAMES OFOTHER PASSENGERS, STATING
HE WAS LOOKING FOR FRIENDS. RECALLS WHEELER SITTING IN SEAT SIX NEXT
MORNING, JONES SAID WHEELER TOLD HIM HE MISPLACED A LETTER IN HIS
BERTH JONES SEARCHED ALL LINEN AND AREA OF BERTH. JONES STORY GENERALLY
FITS DETAILS OF WHEELER AND BERGER STORIES. JONES SAYS HE MADE A GOOD
SEARCH BECAUSE HE KNEV WHEELER INTENDED TO REPORT TO PULLMAN LOST AND
FOUND,. AND HE DID NOT WANT PULLMAN. OFFICIALS.TO FIND. THAT HE HAD NOT
MADE THOROUGH SEARC H SINCE IT WOULD BE REFLECTION ON HIS EFFICIENCY.
JONES WITH PULLMAN COMPANY IN PH DIVISION SINCE NINETEEN TWENTY

mlxsé/c@

CONTINUOUSLYes JONES IS FIFTYSEVEN YEARS OLD AND IS TWENTYNINTH ON
ROSTER OF PULLMAN PORTERS. SAYS HE HAS TURNED IN LITERALLY THOUSANDS
OF ITEMS, MANY OF GREAT VALUE. NEVER HAS HAD ANY-INCIDENT DURING

SSIFIED
L0203 ug |1

THIRTYTWO YEARS OF EMPLOYMENT WHICH WOULD REFLECT ON HIS HONESTY OR

BY

INTEGRITY. JONES MARRIED AND HAS OWNED HIS PRESENT HOME SINCE

N m UNCLA

NINETEEN TWENTYSEVEN . SAYS IF HE HAD EVER ME TN CO TACE/
WITH DOCUMENT HE WOULD HAVE TURNEDD§¥ %Q
. "ABBATICCHIO

NDR—
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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Oﬁice Memomnd%m ». UNITED STATES GOVERNME&IT

TO : MR. D. M. LADD ¥ , pATR: February 13, 195;9/
"S ‘FROM  : A. H. Bel "°’”’°
SUBJECT: LOSS_OF HIGHLY SECRET_ATOMIC f"é ﬁ
ENERGY DUCUMENT BY PROFESSOR
f JOHN ALHHEELER, JANUARY 7, 1953
: . ATOMIC ENERGY ACT . i’

‘ Reference is made to memorandum to you dated
February 12, 1953, in which it was pozn'bed out that we were
contacting C'ommzsszoner Murray of the Atomic Energy Commission (4

. to get the exzact description of .the document in. question,. its
cldssification, when and ‘how it was sent to Professor Whegler and

why, aend also, what security precautions are required and whether
‘these were broken. ' .

=

Agen-b Bates contacted Commissioner Murray this morning
“and the following information was obtained in answer to the quesmons~

preparéd by the Joint Committee and is not an AEC
document. However, Mr. Murray advised it contained
6 or 7 pages and was not one complete document but
Y was- composed of Several unrelated: pages. -Mr. Murray
§ .- y‘comménted he felt the Bureau would -desire to obtain

1. “Exact description of document - This document was

'la copy of the document from the Joznt Committee and
zn 'bhe even'!; -l;hzs could no-b be done -bo let hwn know. .

S 23 C’lassz,fzca-bzon of dncumen-b - The document in question
a fk . bore a classification of " t." This classifica-
u g tion was placed on it by the Joint Committee without
= consylting AEC. It is the feeling of Several AEC
"2"1_1_13 officials that the document should be classified

T “rop—Serret.

8& g :
Ef_‘. & 3. \I{#hen and how was documem& sent to Professor Wheeler -
z‘z’\gl Murray did not know the date the -document was sent
=0 {\to Wheeler. The only znforma'bwn he had was that it
8&'23 © llwas. sent through the .mgils by the Joint Committee to
L Z < \ Wheeler. ,
Zgu oo
é'gg 4. | Why was document sent -I;o Wheeler - Mr. Murray stated

1 he assumed the Joint Committee seint this document to
Wheeler 8ince :he I8 recogmzed as an expert in the
R BR fteld 0f thermo- nucléar devélopment.

5. What security precau’bzons are required - were any of
these violated == )Jr. Bryan LaPlante of AEC Security

ezt BEC@R@EB“” 1 /713 JF: "“%5 /A
\ VLB 181953 | :-'Etam%n,ss A
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advised that AEC requlgtions| >
kpossible, —<
[ The Tegulations JuftneF_FEEET?E_TﬁE%

["ZTh
Abrought to the attention of all AEG‘personnel and
{Gonsultants, décording to LaPlante. ‘

Mr. Murray also advised that he understood Gordon. Dean,
Chairman, AEC, intended to talk to the Joint Committee immediately.

b7E
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Governor Sherman " dams
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called me {rom e . hite

House todsy and stated he bad 2 memorandum {yom the Fresideat in con-
nection with the document recently lost by iProfessor v heeler, about which
Congressman . Sterling Cole had ruede a spggestion to the Cregident
with reference to an Lxecutive rder referring to the use of the mails in
transferring certain documents. The Governor said the President handed
him the following memoranduay

“Here is 2 letter which makes cevtain suggestions about the
reclassitication of docurments, and zbout the regulations applying
fo the haudling of documents when they are clussitied. « ill you
please read Yy, Cole's commiunication and have someoae wha
can give us recommendations on the poiut he raises; thereuiter,
will you notify him of what ig doze. *

Govercor ~dems asked if it would be agreecble to me
if he sent me this request and I told him [ would ke very glad to try to handle
it for him. I stated when he sent it over I thought we would probably wat to
talk to the security peaple in the Siomic koergy Comamission, 48 there
apparently wae friction between the Commission ned the Gommdtiec. The ’/
Gavernor oaid ke wonld send me » copy of the Cole lettex bechuse hie thousht
it brought the polat at fssuc out 2 little bit ond he algs thought it woo wore
general o motter than simply referving ta the £ L.C pugstions thet bo thousht
it involved the uoe of the meils for ol security luformotion. I stated I waould
- be very glad to take care of this m tter cod send im 2 regort.

Vory truly yougas || /=] /. /@
AN . \ [ i 2
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