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November 1, lgggfd

SENATOR JOHNSON CHARGES WaR-TIME ATOMIC SECURITY LAX

Court of Current Issues at 8:00 P.M. over WABD-WV (0. Y. )
and Dumont Television Network:

Subject: "Is There Tco Much Secrecy In Our'htoming?QEiam

Witnesses:

Studies, University of bhicago, M
Amrne, syndicated writer on atomie
Mr. Zdward . Conroy, former speci

cerat of Colorado and member of
Joint Committee on Atomic Lnergy;
A. Consodine, former chief of

smm TOR JOIﬂ\IbON WA> SEATED IN mew
CHAIR, JUDGE WELLS APFEARING IN LHE
GR_GUNB.- DURING 5 DIRSCT THSILii




JUDGE: Francis D. Wells,
itness stand, please. "

CLERK: "Hdwin C. Johnson to the w

CONSGDINE: "Senator Johnson, what are ¥
a witness here this evening on this subject”

JOHNSON: '"well, I've been a member of the Committz

--on Atomic btnergy-=-ever aince the bomb Was dropr
Sty We created a committes at that tim

ki- v
niroshima and Nagasa ership on that Committee. 1In addition &

tve had continuous memb
ihat, perhaps I might say that, while I'm & colorado farmer in
Southwes tern Colorado, we have the largest deposits of uranium

be found any place in the United States. And 50 I've been somewhat
rfamiliar with uranium at least for a long time."

CONSCODINE: “You'ré not a scientist Senator?“_f-

JOHNSON: "No, sir, I'm not a scientist, but I do {now a lct'.

about atomic energy science just the game.'

CONSODINE: "You, from your Committee undartaking
a great deal about the security we have
you?"

JOHNSON: "I hope I do, yes, sir."
CONSODINE: "Do you think that security 1is too. s--t:nn

JOHNSON. "No, sir, Tar from 1t ,‘
fact, that the security has been slightly on the looay

rather than too strict."

CONSODINE: "Recently, or I mean since the war
cluding the wartime period?" | Lo ae

JOHNSCN: "No, I think--I think during me‘
of fact, I heard a witness say a moment ago that
Russian scientists about 30 days. A Norwegian
long ago made the statement that we have hel
‘tists in the production and creation of ato ie
::yearS'anﬁ I haven't heard anyone dispute t.
o kK t ~we have helped them, because we g
onghaw to make a bomb and ti
to make a bomb which--and w
11n£3a,bﬁmb and all of -

: fsuperiﬂr to‘all




- JOHNSON: "well, Russian security is airtighte. Very.littiﬁl
eaks from there. As a matter of fact, we haven't been able to
ot anythins through, and we have some ol the greaﬁﬁg&_a;gaﬁts”
the world with big ears who'd like to know something abo :
even a whisper comes through the iron curtain, not a Wi

e

CONSODiliZ: "And yet, isn't it a bit marvelous thut th
sians have gotten an atomic bomb by 1949 with all thils terrlbl
gecurity by which we can f'ind nothing at < - |

JOHRSCN: "It's not surprising at all that the Russians have
the bomb--got the bomb in 1249. I'm not surprised by the predlcti
that was made by Dr. Brown. I don't see how his predictions coul
have been otherwise with all the information that we gave them, wit
the source material, with the uranium, with the ptchblende in AR
czechoslovakia we made available to them by not taking it over when o
our armies could have marched in and taken i1t. Je've piven the o7 oo

Russians every help there is to make a bomb." e

CCNSODINZ: "Dr. Brown in :is book, Senator, states that we
have to fear a bomb being dropred on the United States for which
there 1s no defense other than to knock out the carrier or a

being carried into the United States and left here to e
you think the latter is possible?” ' e

JOHNSCN: "well, it could be brought in. It wou
to carry a bomb. Some folks say that you can bring it
case., T'd say it would take about a hundred suitcases to
a bomb, but it could be done. *ut the natural way is to &
from an airplane or to shoot it into the country from :

CON3ODINE: "Thank you very much, Senator;j   z
examine, Mr. Amrine." s s

ANMRINE: "Senator, I'd like to get just
tensive your feeling about secrecy is. Now we
~ made an atomic bomb. Ve were keeping things
- from getting the bamb." - 5 i

: "Unfortunately, we were.ﬁ@t;f'

'ﬁéqgldﬂybﬂ‘diiate antﬁﬁﬁké

S0 our own scien




e

yformation. and the Russians do have th@_@ﬁmb4 fba i a
at we might enlarge or unvell a little oi the secrecy w
he main cat is out of the maln bag?" e A SR

In a bomb you're dealing with a - = =
sapon, 2 tremendous weapon, the most devastating weapon that has
¢.5rﬂbe=en ereated by man and I don't believe that you can--that you
'iﬁﬁt&mporize with that sort of thing. I don't think“ﬁaﬁnggg.bg SR
gtrict enough with that sort of thing, because the 1iva§;b§;m@11£ans;:*
R {cans hang in the balance and because the scientists all
like some old fisherwoman, to tell all we know,;I;qgﬁyg :

_ JouwscN: ™o, I do not.

of Amer
- have 8 Yyen, ‘ ke Kosieors
that that's a policy for the United States. The sclentists B

: -‘balia_ve C
.~ have & passion for telling evarything that they know."

AMRINE: "Senator, let's get down %o a specific question.*

JOENSON: "All right.”

ANRINE: "To make any atomic power plant in the future, yd&ﬁf}f”;'
have to have a chain reacting pile and you also have to have a o
chaim reacting pile in order to make bomb material., So we Xnow

that Russia haSess

JOINSCN:  "You don't have to have a plle to make the e

pomb that was dropped at Hiroshima, You have to have a pile
make the kind of a bomb that was dropned at Hagasakijﬂ_

ANRINE: "I'm not sure I knew that, Senator--perna
ter zet away from thai subject, of your #eory that yo
one bomb with other methods and to make a great supply
that you do have to nave a chain reaction pile and the

let's say, on certain---

"

JOENSCL: "ihat's the best way to make:itfw
pile, yes, that's the best way to make it-=-a gra

ANRINE: "#hat I'm getting at is all we_ﬁéh
knows how to make an atomic pile; we are layir

JOHNSON: Mie told them how;

- M"since we've told them, why s
“telling them about an atomic
“our atomic pile program?"

s "Iy glad you asked me
t is top secret. Qur scle
ere detcnated at Hiroshima
at is known as a suparbomb.
things: one, to make a sup
ay of detonating a bomb belo:

ptonate it. aAnd wo--welv




asaxl, & nlubonium bhavb.  oue

_"‘;i.::i-vei W40 E AR FTa 0 SORE S P o e 3 seientlsta ar@ *“el‘tﬁ.in tr S
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. : i alrediy liavs creanted
3’; Unagt*}q ?fx,t ﬁﬂf tgg ehzecu+:hness of ths bumb that wiag =
el e Reatl and Uiey 're nol satlasfled &t all} ithay want
el thln- s t'le;lfsfmd tivtes the ofleect ol that terrible bomb
‘shat was drophed au_“a:asaki that snuffed out the lives of=-of
Firty ._.qr?l G Deople T ust 1ike thab, | and thatls the o :
“ehat's the ble secrat Lhat the scientists in xmarica are se anm" Toolits
xlous to divulze o the whole aclentifie ".ror'id B0 o -

a
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£ o L - IERE < . : - 5 =) 2
Cv H-}Lll).l,.su.:do I Ob‘]t_,ut-, \"C)ilr' '1(){101". ‘He asi{ed the quest‘_.ori‘ f‘ s .
1 thinlk the witnes: ls entlitisd to answer it in full.” St

55l e S Hﬂ o . 5
LS H: Senator, have you finished aﬂqwering the ques tlgngﬂ;a

AaRiNEr T T have me other secrets 1'd like tﬁbask him abaut”*,

OrnSON: - "I1td be glad to."

| dugb“. "¥sll, you proceed then to ask the quaéui@ﬁm
amrine.” ' ' i

AURINE: - Tmis thing, we saw in the ounday paper
‘sia is working, experimentingz, according to a rap@rt;
on an atomlc cloud and radicactive polson gas th it
tarrible glimpse of ths future 1if it is true. . S
says th:t thers is a definite possibility of making
active polson gzas. T[he citizens of lNew York do not
the wo*Ld 5o do to protect themaselves awalnst suc an
should come, Do you have any waye=are you_pa* L
,that s true or not, that such an atamic c*ou

. JCHNSON: "I don't think 3 should 343'
atomic cloud.’




’?f fngaily tﬁere 3 b_éﬁ g"
\t Commibtes because the eivillans W
Join an "
Nraﬁnad Q‘.} L0 }1(} o e tO p"Q*ﬁ * *’1}35‘)‘31\!03? II !
gleOn 5¢ Congrass thers is going to ba . un_af Gﬁt
tnem more *nIOFﬁAtlﬁn.. 1 don't <now whetiier thgt_é
> nelpful © or ngailbsc;usa yoir micht tell-uyou

| aaple of say, adelphia, give tn&ﬂ,L 11 nstw
. omb 1s dropped, no bomb 1s dropped | : uﬁtlyﬁ
'never ‘will be dropbed on Philadelphla, And. tha neop+e
getting the attitude of cr. ing wolf, wcl; muarm;walr;

lose thelr intearest in Ao 0 ooty
i ﬂﬁLSHi."ﬁhat is all,.Sejator;v | e g--‘-'-ﬁﬂf
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