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UNI TED STA 'r..c.s A 'r OMlC ~"NERGY COMf\tI SSION 

November 1, 1949 

SEi~ ATOR JOLl'~SO!\ CHAnGES W:l.R- TIME A ·r oMIC S ECUHITY LA.X 

court of Current Issues at 8:00 P.M. over WABD-TV ( I~ .Y.) 
and Dumont Television Network: 

Subject: "Is There Too Much Secrecy In Our A.tomic Program?._ 

Witness es: Dr. Hugh C. Wolfe, prof es .~ or of physics at 
Cooper Union '\nd chairman of the fi,ederation 
of American Scientists; Dr. Harrison s.·· Brown; 
associate profes s or at the Institute or Nuclear 
Studies, University of Chicag o; Mr. Michael 
A.nuile, syndicated writer on atomic subjects; 
Mr. ·~dward ~. Conroy, former spacial: age~t +n 
charge of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
in New York Ci ty; Sena.tor t,;dwin c. -[ohns>on·, ·l;)~m· 
oar at of Colorado and member of the C6ngress·tona:l 
Joint Conunittee on Atomic .!.!.nert;Y; Co~onel :iirII!am 
A. Consodlne, former chief of intell.lgep9e_ and , 
security at the Manhattan District Atomie ·Program. 

THE rrv SCREEU SHO/JED :1. COURTROOM SC.E:NE. 
SENA·roR JOitN30N WA -.) SBA'l1.C:D IN tlliE WITNESS 
CHAIR, JUDGE 'vELLS A .PPE.~Rll'4G IN 1111-ill BA:CK'!9 
GROUND. DURING ]SE DIR~CT T£S 11I MONY, MR. 
CONSODINr.: WAS SEEN STH.NDING IN FRON 1£ OF 

. SENATO:~ JOHNSON AND A Lll' llLJi TO ON~ ;:;ID~ • 
. DllR .. ING -~·rn~ CROSS-EXAMINATION, MR ... ,AMRINE . '.;::.~~·,··~ 

rroo~ MR~ OONSODINE ' S .PLACB. '!'HE CA:ldERA FO- . 
CUS3ED "ON ALIJ· PArl 'l'ICIPAN·1.m FRor~l VA"!iIOLfS . ·-
ANGLES AND DURING '£HE LOifG i!':R S 'l'ATBf;! ,~~N'rd . . 
THE s:r~KER •s 1•'.~c ~; WAS ~1REQUb1NTLY SHO~i'N' a."N 
CLOSBUP • 
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CLiIBK : ''Edwin c . Johnson to the wi tnes s stand, p ease. 

t ur qualifications as 

JUDGE: Francis o. Wells, Attorney. 
> 

' ' 

COHSvDINg : "Sena. tor Johns on, wha are r, 0 

a witness here this evening on this subject? 

f th Co nmi ttee '"1.n Congress 
JOHNSON : ''Well I •ve been a membe r o e T ·d-.. n , 

, :n --- v r since the bomb was dropRe o 
ever since--on Atomic L er~y--e ~ e connnittee at that time and 
Hiroshima and :t-Iaga.s aki. We ere ..t tad a C it tee In addftion to 

t h d continuous membership on that omm • 
I ve a h I i ·,.,.,...,t say that while I •m a Colorado :farmer in 
that, per aps m ~u ' 1 t deposits of uranium to 
southwestern Cloloradio,twhee ii~~~e~h;tn~~es And so I've been somewhat 
be found any p ace n · ~ 
ram:liar with uranium at least for a long time. 

COHSODINE: "You 're not a. scientist, Senator?" 

JOHNSON: "No , sir, I'm not a scientist, but I do ~inow a lot 
about atomic energy sclence just the same·" 

CONSODINE : "You, from your Cammi ttee undertakin~, you know 
a great deal a bout the security we have in the United 3tates, don't 

you ? " 

d . " JOHN.S OI:: "I hope I o, yes, sir. 

C ON30DIN~ : "Do you think that security is too strict?" 

J011NS ON : "No , sir, far from it. I think, as a matter·" of 
fact, th-:i. t the security has been slightly on the loose s .i:e of it 
rather t han too strict." 

CONSODINE: "~ecently, or I mean s j nee the war 
cludinp; the wartlme period? " 

JOHNSON: "No, I think--I 
of 

a.nswer 



securitY.'? 

JOHN:lON: "Well, Hussian security is airtight. Very little 

leaks from there. AS a mutter of :fact;, we haven't bt:,en able to 

· J?et anythL~1~ through, n.nd we have some o.: the greatest experts in 

th-~ e world with bi,.,. - an.rs who'd 11 ke to ;{now something about and not 
.. i ,.. 

even a whinper comes through the iron curtain, not a wh spar. 

COtl~ODJ.Ni: "And yet, isn't it o. bit rnarvelcus th· ... t the tt~s-

sians have gotten an atomic bomb by 1Sl49 with all this teri•1l5le 

security by which we can 1'ind nothin,; at all?" 

JOHN:3L~·.: "Tt's not surprisinr: at all th~t the Husslans have 

the bomb--f":Ot the bomb in l )49. I' rn not surprised by the prediction 

th:it was made by Dr. Brown. I don't see how his predictions cot~ld 

have been otnerwise with all the in.form'ltion that we gave ther.i, with 

the source material, with the uranium, wlth the pitchblende in 

Czechoslovakia we made available to them by not t~ing 1 t over when 

our .ci.rmies could hAve marched in and taken :it. ~·,e 've given the 

Russians every help there is to make a bomb." 

CCHSODI1!1!: : "Dr. Brown in .1is book, Senator, states that we 

have to fe:ir a bomb bein~ dropped on the United 3tates !'or which 

there is no defense other than to l<nock out the carrier or a bomb 

being carried into the United State~ ~nd left here to explode. Do 

you think the latter is possible?·' · ·~ 

JOHNSON: ".vell, it could be brought in. I't would t.'~ke a tru,c1<: 

to carry a bomb. Sou:.e folks say th"l t yoa can brin("." j_ t in in a suit­

ease. I'd say it would take about a hundred sui teas es to br.i'.nt; · tn· 

a bomb, but it co'tld be done. Uut the natural way is to dnop it 
from a.:n airplane or to shoot it into the country from a suoma·r:iine.!t. 

C021SODILE: ''Thank you very much, Senator. You may 
examine, 1,1r. t\rnrine. " 

A1.iHIPE: "Senator, I'd like to ~et just an idea. .of how 

tensive your feeling about secrecy ls. Now we .. kn·o.w 

made an a~omic bomb. ·.ve were keeping things secret 
from get ting the bctnb." 

JOHrs ON: "Unfortunately, we were not. n 

A1:RINE: "Could you dllate on t..l-i t a little, 

"So our 
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re fnforma ti on. And the Russians do have the bomb. 

, think tha t we mi~ht enla.r'3e or un" e 11 a 11 ttle ol' the 

~s.t the main cat is out of the :n·iin bag?" 

JOI!NSGN: "lJo, I do not. In a bomb you•re dealinG with a 

weapon, a tremendous weapon, the most devas tat i.ng weapon that has 

· ever been created by ~an and I don't be l ieve that you ca.n--that you 

can temporize with that sort of thin~. I don't think you ~an be 

strict enough with that sort of thing, bee n.use the lives of millions 

of tunerlcrt.ns hang in the b~~· a:1ce and because the scientists a.11 

hS.Ve a yen, like some old f isnerwoman, to tell ltll we ~:now, J: can't 

believe that that's a policy for the United States. The scientists 

have a passion i'or telling ev ~ ryt:1inr; t11''Lt they know." 

Af<LRINE: "Senat,or, let's '-;et down to a specific que3 tion." 

JOHNS ON: "All ri C',h t. '1 

.!'\: •. RIN....;: "To make any atomic power plant in the future, you 

have to have a chain reacting pile and you also have to have a 

chaim reacting pile in order to make bomb ma.ter•ial. So we l{now 

that Russia has ••• " 

JC ~~\SC~~: "You don't have to have a. pile to muke the kind of 

bomb that was ciro;'n ed at Hiroshima. You have to have a pile to 

make the kind oi .. a bomb that was drop!1ed at Har;asaki." 
~ 

A.\!RI &3: : "I '!'Tl not sure I knew t hat, Senator--perhaps . we'd be.t..; 

ter get away from tha t subject, of your taory that you could mhk9 

one bomb with other meth ods ·md to rriake a great supply or bombs 

th~t you do have to nave a chain reaction uile and that, ~ell, 

let's say, on cert ~in---" 

JO~.:r~sc~.: u ·1h:1t's the best way to make it witti ' the--wi ·th 

pile, yes, thtt 1 s the beJt way to make it--a graphite pile." 

A~~R N'~: ":what I •m get tin~ A. t is all we can 

knows how to make an ato·nic pile; we are laying 

it. fl 
J OP .. I :3 L)t, : 
' 

" '.Ve told them how; we told 

· · ;AMRI ~~r;: ''since we've told them, why 

keepin; fr.om t~lling them about an a to;nic 

'wl th our atomic pile program'?" ' 

' ' 
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C... . 01J' ., I ~ \. .. iQ J ••• !!i : ?bjt3 Ct ~ ?f 011 r Honor. He asl-::ed t he question. 
I th;.~l= t h e '!Ii tne s ~ J. S e::1 ti t l o i"J to an swer i t i n f ull." 

JL,. Hf: . ~ : 

Jc .. ' . ., 
~;! ,)t .• : 

• ..,.,lJ" .t ne " · 1.~1 · i~ • 

't I h i-r.r o J o:-ae o t~H~r s ec re t 3 I ' d 1 i k e to ask him a.bout." 

" I ' <l be gla<l to . " 

ll l ·1 ..... l -:'I 
• • i;::; _.... ]. , you pr oceed then to s k the question, r:~r • 

. .\ ;.:RI:.~ : "This thing , we ss.w in the 3unday papers tm't Rus­
s :!.[1 is wor k i n;; , exper i~en t in '.:: , s.ccordin~ to a report from lrondon, 
on a n ~tomic cl oud ind r a dJ. oac t i ·:re p oison gas th .J. t gav.a us a . 
te .:'ribl1J g limps e of t he fu tur~ if it is true. 1r he ,Smythe Report 
s 1ys thdt cher e is a definite possibility of making such .a radio-
active po i son '~'ls. :1!1e citizens of ~;e .·: York do not kpo•~ ~hat in · 
tb9 wor ld ;~o do to p r o tect themselves a :_::a Lnst such . an .·att·ack. ff lt 
sho~.tld coue. Do you ha·"~e any way--LJ..re you pernf.it"ted to say whether 
that's t rue or not, that sue :-i an atomic cloud ~s possible?" 

J , . ·~r·' 011 • .......... . :::> •• 0 1 don't think I should S •J.Y anythlng about that 
atomic cloud.u 

CuN3 vDIN.i.!;: "I obj e ct t ot h H t, your Eonor ... 
SCC1lri ty. rt 

"Ob j e '? t.i on s us ta in sd on . that 
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vi~H: "T'.na t is all, Sena tor." 




